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Government Open Letter 
Ungers Lubicon Leader 

... Ominayak knocks spreading of ialse n 




iy John Copley 

- An Alberta govern- 
nent “open letter" on the 
ackground to the Dai- 
iowa pulp mill’s impact 
)n the Lubicon Lake 
.Indian Band's land claim 
las angered Lubicon 
Chief Bernard 

IminayaK. 

While Premier Don 
jetty says he backs the 
getter, there has been 
concern expressed by 
Daishowa representa¬ 
tives who would like to 
see the Lubicon claim 

As Don Wanagas of 
the Edmonton Sun notes 
in a recent column, the 
unsettled claim is likely 
making the backers of 
the Daishowa project 
Nervous. "The mere 
'bought of a mega- 
- 'million dollar pulp mill 
' going up in smoke, or the 
spectre of its products 

ling boycotted, does 
jnd to make bankers 
wonder about the secu¬ 
rity of their capital 

Wanagas suggests that 
it might have been pres¬ 
sure from Daishowa that 
prompted Getty to meet 
with Ominayak March 4, 
but that although Omi¬ 
nayak responded posi¬ 
tively to that meeting 
then, the letter may have 
undone the positive 
effects of that meeting. 

In fact, Ominayak now 
says he’s not sure how 
well Getty understands' 


impact the letter will 
have on Getty’s promise 
to encourage the federal 
government to deal with 
the Lubicons in a fair 
manner. 

The March 14 letter, 
signed by two of Getty’s 
ministers,. Attorney 
General Jim Horsman 
and Forestry Minister 
LeRoy Fjordbotten, says 
there are misconceptions 
on how the Daishowa 
pulp mill affects the 
band’s claims. 

But Ominayak says the 
government is “spreading 
false information" and 
“Albertans are being 
deceived.” 

He denies the letter’s 
statement that his people 
had ample opportunity 
for input, contending that 
the Lubicon’s weren’t 
consulted. 

He also charges that 
the letter distorts the 
Lubicon land claim by 
citing “a 25,000 square 
mile area claimed by the 
Lubicon Band in 1980 
and 1982 court actions... 
close to 10 per cent of 
Alberta (which encom¬ 
passes) many villages and 
towns (including Peace 
River), provincial parks, 
Metis settlements and 
reserves belonging to 
other Indian bands. The 
Alberta government does 
not, and cannot, recog¬ 
nize a claim of such 
magnitude.” 

But, says Ominayak, 
Horsman knows very 


According to Lubicon 
advisor Fred Lennarson, 
the band is now seeking 
236 square km f 
reserve and a wildlife and 
environmental control 
area of 10,878 square 


And, says Lennarson, 
Alberta government 
officials told the band 
there would be no log¬ 
ging east ot tne peace 
River. He said it wasnt 
until February that the 
band learned their area 
was included in the forest 
management area 
assigned to Daishowa. 

An environmental 
study shows Daishowa 
wasn’t required to deal 
with the environmental 
effects of logging or 
roads to be built for log 
trucks. Yet it shows that 
25 to 30 per cent of 
Daishowa’s logs — up to 
76 truckloads per day — 
will go past the Lubicon 
settlement at Little Buf¬ 
falo and that Little Buf¬ 
falo is a prime cutting 

Lennarson says the 
letter “makes absolutely 
no sense in the light of 
the discussions 
(Minayak) had with 
Premier Getty on March 


Inuit Children Visit Canada’s 
Capital 

...“surprised and astonished” by big-city life _ 


by Cory Boulet 

(Ottawa) ANN. New 
sights and sounds and the 
pace of a hectic schedule 
had 15 Inuit students 
overwhelmed and worn 
out by the end of their six- 


capital. 


o the n; 


The students, aged 11 
through 15, had a list of 
many activities in which 
to partake — and shop- 


From Umiujag in 
Northern Quebec, a tiny 
and completely isolated 
village, the students 
visited Ottawa as part of 
a cultural exchange pro¬ 
gram with grade 6 stu¬ 
dents at Hull School. 

They were all aston¬ 
ished bv the tall buildines, 
all the cars, lights and 
people, said their teacher, 
Mary Ann Haney. 

Their visit took them 
to both Montreal and 
Ottawa. In the capital 
they visited the House of 
Commons where their 
tour included a meeting 


Other new experiences 
included their first swim 
in an indoor pool, their 
first visit to an indoor 
hockey arena, a chance to 
sample food at “McDo¬ 
nald’s”, a visit to the 
Museum of Natural 
Sciences and participa¬ 
tion in “Winterlude” (the 
local winter festival) 
activities. 

The shoppers in the 
group said they would be 
looking for jewellery, 
hockey equipment, stereo 
headsets and tapes. 


The students billeted 
with families in the 
Ottawa area. 

Later this month, the 
students from Hull 
School will head north to 
Umiujag where they will 
undoubtedly find many 
new experiences 
themselves. 

Some of the items on 
the agenda include dog¬ 
sledding, ice fishing, and 
learning to make Native 
arts and crafts. 

The costs for transpor¬ 
tation are being paid for 
by the federal 
government. • 



ment places the band 
firmly back on an adver¬ 
sarial relationship with 
the Alberta government. 

“If this is the Alberta 
government’s position, 
then the band is right 
back where they were 
before the meeting with 
Mr. Getty.” 

New Democrat leader 
Ray Martin agrees that 
the letter makes no sense. 
“Getty for once did the 


and getting things going 
again,” Martin says. 
“Then two of his minis¬ 
ters turn around and write 
a letter which antago¬ 
nizes the situation.” • 


INSIDE 


★ Genocide Gallops Onward 

★ Haida Chief stands firm 

★ Indians sill lack decent 
housing 

★ Alberta Indian Investment 
Corporation opens in 
Edmonton 
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Genocide Gallops Onwards 


by Terry Lusty 

The plight of the 
Lubicon Lake Indians of 
northwestern Alberta, 
whose land cla' 
remain outstanding, 
blot on Canadian soc 
Government persistence 
to not settle this long 
standing account is a tacit 
reminder of days gone by 
but also of times that 

The genocide of the 
Indian race has not 
ceased sihce the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus 


on this continent back in 
1492. The great invasion 
and occupation resulted 
in the extermination of 
millions of central Amer¬ 
ican Indians followed by 
U.S. military operations 
destined to decimate, if 
not annihilate, Indians in 
the U.S.A. This included 
major skirmishes against 
such natives as the Cher¬ 
okee, Apache, Navajo 
and Sioux. 

On Canada’s eastern 
seaboard, the Beothuk 
Indians were extermi¬ 
nated. Around the Great 



Staten, frwm 

Dennis Pedersen 

Town Florists Ltd. 


Wetaskiwin, Alberta 


Lakes, the Hurons fell 
into near obscurity due to 
clashes between the 
British and French; hos¬ 
tilities founded on their 
insatiable appetites for 
Indian lands. 

Despite the continuing 
goodwill of Canada’s 
Indians to allow Euro¬ 
pean settlement in a 
peaceable manner, the 
voracity of the white race 
continued full tilt. By the 
latter 1800s, treaties with 
most Indians were nego¬ 
tiated and signed, thus 
greatly reduced Indian 
lands. This, however, was 
insufficient in quenching 
their thirst. By the 1920s, 
government was at it 
again — telling Indians 
they were a dying people 

surrender e 

The track record 
society is far from ac 
rable documentary, i 


xing t 


Only Getty Can Clean Up Lubicon Mess 

... ministers put premier on the spot 


With decisive leader¬ 
ship, he can be the hero 
who finally resolves the 
long-standing efforts by 
the Lubicon Lake Indian 
cla7nV?cFt l femcnt f '"' 

But if he supports the 
evasive, manipulative 
and misleading actions of 
his ministers — and the 
open letter signed by 
Attorney General Jim 
Horsman and Forestry 
Minister LeRoy Fjord- 
botten is only the latest 


of a series of such actions 
— then he will be the 
focus of the blame for the 
failure to reach a 
settlement. 

While Getty may jus¬ 
tifiably claim that others 
beside himself must be 
meeting wifll'fermnayak 
and promising to person¬ 
ally pursue a settlement 
he has assumed that 
responsibility and he will 
be the goat if he doesn’t 
deliver, and deliver soon. 

At the moment he is 
caught between a rock 
and a hard place, but he 


can extricate himself 
from that uncomfortable 
position with a little risk. 
The majority of public 
opinion is clearly against 
the dishonest tactics of 
government and in sup¬ 
port of a just settlement 


Aside from the fact 
that the Lubicons are 
clearly entitled to the 
land, Getty can only gain 
political points if he can 
take a lead role in open 
and honest negotiations 
that result in a just 
settlement. • 
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could easily fill a book 
detailing sickness and 
death introduced at the 
hands of the whiteman; 
the physical removal of 
children who were shov¬ 
elled into mission schools 
and robbed of their 
heritage; the imposition 
of restrictive hunting, 
fishing and trapping laws 
which stifled Indian 
subsistence patterns, not 
to mention the numerous 
other examples that 
contributed to the cul¬ 
tural, physical, emotional, 
mental and spiritual 
genocide of Canada's 
first people. 

Today, one only needs 
to look in the direction of 
Alberta’s Lubicons to 
witness the continuing 
demise of a people. Yes, 
genocide prevails, even in 
this day. 

When the February 9 
issue of major Alberta 
newspapers sported front 
page headlines announc¬ 
ing that Alberta had 
awarded over 29,000 
square kilometres of 
forest land to Daishowa 
Canada Company Ltd. of 
Japan, the logic of gov¬ 
ernment, again, appeared 
illogical and nothing 
short of a slap in the face. 

The lands which sur¬ 
round approximately 65 
square kilometres desig¬ 
nated for the Lubicon 
reserve is but another 
example of government 
indifference to its Indian 

W1 ' ilc witling 

to accommodate Daisho- 
wa’s designs to construct 
a $500 million pulp mill, 
it does so only after 
failing to provide any 
prior economic suste¬ 
nance to Little Buffalo, a 
community ravaged by a 
severe outbreak of tuber- | 
culosis last fall, suicide 
attempts, inadequate 
housing and health con¬ 
ditions, high unemploy- 

Government sources 
claim the mill will be a 
boon to the economy and 
provide about 2,000jobs. 
What they fail to mention 
are the tragic human, 
social and ecological 
consequences of such 
enterprises. 

Wildlife will be forced 
(in fact, has already been 
forced) to vacate the 
territory around Lubicon, 
compelling Indian people 
to accept welfare or jobs 
they don’t comprehend or 
are able to take pride in. 
Entrepreneurs will flaunt 
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their alcohol and women 
may become the object 
of sexual exploitation. 
The water, soil and air 
will be tainted by chem¬ 
ical imbalances. One only 
need look at communi¬ 
ties like Fort McMurray, 
Edson, Calgary and 
Edmonton which have 
already undergone such 
transitions. 

What little capacity 
the government has to 
resolving the plight of the 
Lubicon is truly astound¬ 
ing. While they relent¬ 
lessly flog trivial issues 
like Lubicon population 
figures to determine 
reserve size, the people 
are treated like puppets 
and political footballs. 

The province argues 
that the Lubicon are only 
entitled to 25.4 square 
miles, the feds say 36.4, 
and the Indians claim 
91.4. The government 


aggregate at 450 people, population figures. white society the 

P |us - J Until government destruction of others is a 

addresses the Lubicon heinous cr i me . Since 
land claim fairly and when is government 
fully, they will not but justified in practicing 
remain in the same camp extermination tactics 
as those who went before and what will it take t0 ’ 
them and practiced gen- arrest j t ? . 

ocide against Indians. 


supposed figures from 50 
years ago. The Lubicon 
dispute that, and purport 
the use of more current translai 
figures which put the based 


Still another angle in 
tne entire scenario cen¬ 
tres around the fact that 
the signing of Treaty 8 in 
1899 should have 
included the Lubicons, 
but did not. In 1933, they 
drew the matter to the 
attention fo the feds who 
elected to disregard the 
claim. Several years later, 
government promised, 
but never fulfilled, a 
commitment to provide 
reserve land. This being 
the case, the Lubicons 
wondered why they 
should have to submit to 
figures of 50 years ago 
when the settlement is 
being negotiated in con¬ 
temporary times. One 
couldn’t fault the Indians 
for not settling the issue 
back then. That was the 
government’s fault. See¬ 
ing they chose not to treat 
the matter then, say the 
Lubicons, they must pay 
the price by contempo¬ 
rary standards which 


HAPPY EASTER FROM 

Recreation Parks 
/ and Wildlife Foundation 

Chuck Moser, Esecutive Director 
74 Harley Court Building 
10045 - 111 St., Edmonton, AB 
T5K1K4 ( 403 ) 482-6467 


a the current 


FROM THE MAYOR 
AND THE COUNCIL 


TOWN OF 
HIGH PRAIRIE 
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" Mighty Peace 
Country” 

(403) 523-3388 


We wish to thank the Band, Federal 
and Provincial Education staff, for 
their dedicated education service for 
our students. Also, we would like to 
thank the Blood Tribe parents for 
promoting education at the Blood 
Tribe. May you and yours have a 
Happy Easter. 

From 

Blood Tribe 

Board of Education, PAC Committee 


Box 240 
Standoff, AB 
TOL1Y0 


737-3966 



^Best ^Wishes Jon a 
TKappy £astm 
to ad (Du* oAlatoe 
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Happy Easter from 

The Board, Council, Staff 
and Members 
of 

EAST PRAIRIE 
METIS 

SETTLEMENT 


National 
Communications 
Society Two-Year 
Accomplishments 
Reviewed _ 

by Melvin Sharphead 

Ottawa — As it 
approaches the second 
anniversary of its cre¬ 
ation, the National Abo¬ 
riginal Communications 
Society (NACS) can list 
a number of achieve- 

Jeff Bear is especially 
pleased to talk about 
those accomplishments. 

He’s been the coordinator 
of the organization from 
it’s beginning, and his 
enthusiasm is evident as 
he talks about the society. 

At the top of the list 
of achievements for Bear 
and his board of directors 
is the commitment of 
permanent funding for 
member Native commu¬ 
nications societies across 
Canada through the 
Native Communication 
Program (NCP) and the 


Happy Easter from the Board and Staff at 

Rocky Native 
Friendship Centre 

Rocky Mountain House 
Alberta TOM 1T0 

845-2788 



Happy Easter to all Albertans and a 

Special Greeting to 

the Native Communities from 


the Honourable Ernie Isley 
Minister of Public Works, 
Supply and Service 
Member for Bonnyville 

131 Legislature Building 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 
Phone 427-3666 


Northern Native Broad¬ 
cast Access Program „ 
(NNBAP) administered 
by the federal Secretary , 
of State. 

Until last year, the 
programs were pilot 
projects and funding for ~ 
them was to end March 
31 of this year with no I 

commitment for their I 

continuation. I 

While Bear is pleased J 
that permanent funding 
has been negotiated, he ; 
says he and his boardi- 
sappointed that there is 
no provision for increas¬ 
ing the level of funding. 
Negotiations are contin¬ 
uing for increased fund¬ 
ing, particularly for radio 
and television in the 
southern parts of the .| 
provinces. 

Under current policy, / 
funding is provided for 
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radio and television for 
only two societies south 
of the Hamelin line (the 
boundary arbitrarily set 
by the federal govern¬ 
ment to divide northern 
and southern Canada). 
Those two societies are 
the Wawitay Communi¬ 
cations Society based at 
Sioux Lookout, Ontario 


and Mikisew Broadcast¬ 
ing Inc., based in Thomp¬ 
son, Manitoba. 

Bear says the govern¬ 
ment’s philosophy is that 
this policy will achieve its 
primary goal of enhanc¬ 
ing Native culture and 
preserving Native 

“The irony,” he says, is 


that (Native) people in 
the south face a bigger 
danger of losing their 
language and culture.” 

He said publishing and 
broadcasting are also 
essential for Native 
people to overcome “the 
bad image they have in 
cities — the alcoholic, 
skid row image. They 


A 

Easter Bunny 




iKi 
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need a vehicle to show 
successful Native people 
in office buildings, look¬ 
ing like their non-Native 
counterparts.” 

Bear says NACS offi¬ 
cials are hopeful that 
reaction to the Caplan- 
Sauvageau Report on 
Canadian Broadcasting, 
and changes to the 
Broadcast Act will give 
added support to efforts 
to obtain increased fund¬ 
ing for Native program¬ 
ming and greater access 
to broadcasting time on 
the CBC and on com¬ 
mercial radio and televi¬ 
sion stations. 

Noting that this new 
legislation has yet to be 
developed, he says “we 
are hopeful it will be 
reflective of our 

Other broadcasting 
goals are “to acquire our 
own satellite distribution 
system, our own tran¬ 
sponder and, five years 
down the road, our own 
national television chan¬ 
nel,” and to have Native 
representation on the 
Canadian Radio- 
Television Telecommuni¬ 
cations Commission and 
on the boards of the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and the 
National Film Board. 


“Because of the high 
presence of Native reality 
in programming,” Bear 
says, these governing 
bodies should have “rep¬ 
resentation sensitive to 
Native economic, social 
and political reality.” 

While finning up fund¬ 
ing and lobbying for more 
support for broadcasting 
have dominated NACS 
activity since the society 
was formed in May of 
1986, it has not lost sight 
of other objectives, 
including networking, 
education and training, 
and a national library of 


Native production 
material. 

Networking between 
member societies across 
the country, and educa¬ 
tion and training, have 
been particularly 
strengthened, Bear 
believes, by annual 
national conferences 
highlighted by training 
sessions in various 
aspects of publishing, 
broadcasting and com¬ 
munications administra- 
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Totem poles alert beside Pacific seas 
Grain elevators guarding prairie wheat, 

Church spires framed by blazing maple trees 
Steel towers rising up from dty streets. 

The lonely cry of loons across a northern lake 
A harvest moon blaring fire in the night, 

Mountain air that bites with every breath you take 
A sky darkened by geese in northern flight. 
Cowboys chasing cattle in the spring 
A dogteam racing across the arctic snow, 

Ships led to safety by a beacon’s swing 

Frost turned to blue beneath the moonlight’s glow. 

All these things are Canada 
And in these things we share 
The hopes and dreams and progress 
Of people everywhere. 

A Happy and Peaceful Easter to you all 
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last June, and the second has not yet been set 
will be held in Halifax Bear says work has 
July 4 to 8 this year. begun on developing a 

The awards ceremo- national news-gathering 
nies at the Banff confer- service for members, and 
ence were particularly to be sold to the main- 
successful, and Bear says stream media, 
awards categories will be “We are training a 
expanded this year at member from each 
Halifax, with a separate society to access material 
section for Native Ian- electronically, to search 
guage awards. out specifically Native 

Also new this year is material from the Globe 
a bursary to be awarded and Mail, Southam, 
to someone who has Canadian Press and other 
made an outstanding sources.” 
contribution and demon- The procedure NACS- 
strated commitment and is following, he says, is to 
dedication to Native set up a technical base, 
communications. The then a human base and 
cash bursary will enable then the network, 
the person selected to Working with Bear at 
take time off for study, the NACS head office 
The amount of the award here are an administra¬ 


tive assistant (who dou¬ 
bles as network man¬ 
ager), a researcher/writer 


and 
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receptionist. 

In addition to his 
involvement in the activ¬ 
ities already described, 
Bear handles speaking 
engagements on behalf of 
NACS (primarily at 
universities) and was 
producer and director of 
a recently-completed 
half hour television doc¬ 
umentary on Native 
communications entitled 
“Sharing A Dream” 
which is going to be 
broadcast on the CBC 
National Network pro¬ 
gram, “Canadian 
Reflections.” 


Originally from New 
Brunswick, and trained in 
film and video. Bear was 


director of the Aboriginal 
Radio and Television" 
Society (ARTS) in 
Alberta, then chief exec¬ 
utive officer of the Native 
Communications Society 
in British Columbia 
before becoming the first 
coordinator of NACS. 

The president of 
NACS since its founding 
is Ray Fox, the current 
director of ARTS, which 
produces radio program¬ 
ming in Lac La Biche. 

Robert Merasty of 
Missanipi Broadcasting 
based in La Ronge, 
Saskatchewan is NACS 
vice-president, while its 
secretary is Garnet 
Angeconeb of Wawitay 
in Sioux Lookout and the 
treasurer is Clayton 
Blood, executive director 
of Indian News Media in 
Standoff. • 


Fort Chip Band 
Officially Opens New 
Housing Units 



THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
Branch 249, Hinton, Alberta 
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Phone 865-3116 
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Hinton, Alberta 
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chosen a special way of Christian life. They 
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the sake of the Kingdom of God, and desire 
to make God's love tangible through their 
apostolic activities throughout the world. 


Information: 

Bro. Joshua Weiss 
167 Malibou Rd. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2V 1X5 
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Box 910 
Taber, Alberta 
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Ph. 223-3272 


Seven single-family 
houses built in Fort 
Chipewyan during 1986 
and 1987 were officially 
opened at a recent cer¬ 
emony, by Jack Shields, 
MP for Athabasca, with 
federal officials from 
Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) and Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada 
(1NAC). 

Making the announce¬ 
ment on behalf of Ste¬ 
wart Mclnes, Minister 
responsible for CMHC, 
Mr. Shields said, “this 
particular project is 
evidence of the federal 
government’s on-going 
commitment to provide 
adequate housing for 
Canada’s Native people." 

The total capital cost 
of the seven units is 
$557,200. CMHC, Can¬ 
ada’s Housing Agency, 
insured loans totaling 
$315,640 through the 
Bank of Montreal in 
1986 and Peace Hills 
Trust in 1987 under the 


National Housing Act. 

Assistance from the 
Government of Canada is 
also provided in the form 


subsidy which totals 
approximately $36,500 
and is distributed on a 
monthly basis. The pur¬ 
pose of the subsidy is to 
reduce the mortgage 
interest rate and to keep 
occupancy charges as 
low as possible for the 
members of the Chipe¬ 
wyan Band. 

The seven dwellings 
are located in the Fort 
Chip townsite and are 
hooked up to municipal 
services. The four 1986 
units are three-bedroom 
with one unit designated 
for seniors, while the 
three 1987 units are two- 
bedroom facilities with 
two designated as 
seniors’ residences. 

The units are to reduce 
overcrowding in the 
village and are therefore 
rented to the most 
crowded families. • 
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The Aboriginal Youth Club Presents 

The Nebulous Rebels 


...on stage at the CNFC, 

by Bob Swan tre’s (CNFC) gyi 

of It’s 



Happy Easter from Cecile & Pat At 

PAT-CEs 
VARIETY HUT 


High Prairie, AB Girouxville, AB 

523*4775 3234611 


fiaste/i 

To all of our many Native patrons and friends. 


Sunni Jeanne Walker 


(FOUR STAR TAX SERVICE) 

Call 836-3820 (Manning, Alberta) 


Happy Easier to Alberta's Native Community 

Schoolhouse 

Antiques & Gifts 


luy — Sell — Consign 


586-3535 


her face from the visitors. 
Once everyone is seated 
' : takes over and 
Sol dances teasingly 
through the crowd. She 
offers the “sum” to 
various people in the 
audience but as they 
reach for the colorful 
ornament she pulls sud¬ 
denly back and continues 
dancing. She weaves 
throughout the audience, 
her colorful clothing 
highlighted by the black- 
ness of the stage 


and run things in general. 
This way, the actors all 
have a chance to partic¬ 
ipate in all functions of 
the show. 

The Nebulous Rebels 
is a group of fine-tuned 
young personalities 
who’ve been practising 
and performing their 
unusual dance routines 
since 1984. Though the 
members have changed 
slightly over the years 
several of the performers 
have been around since 


N E E G A N 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. 


791-0654 


PEOPLE COME FIRST AT 

k Ha ppy 

Easter 

LINFORD FOODS LTD. EDSON 

One-Stop Shopping Headquarters^ ^ 

One block south and one block west of the lights. 
Ample Car & Trailer Parking EDSON, ALBERTA 


loppy gostre I' 1 Ikn JfiWri •1W 

i Hi! iirnrrnio 

m>i 


ROOF & FLOOR TRUSSES 


Bo* 1800, Morinville, AB TOG IPO * (403) 939-4101 


FIRE EXTINGUISHER 

RECHARGE CENTRE 



i □ Fire Hose □ i 

IR COMPLETE SERVICE CALL 

790-1525 

Bay 1, 320 MacKay Crescent, Fort McMurra; 



{/VlcVMCVlt-O 'ery Happy Easier 

Funeral Chapel am) ui 

S fllhj fr 

3RAND CENTRE 
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PRE-ARRANGED 
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»OX 1260, BONNYVILLE MONUMENTS 


Hollandia 

BAKERY [1979] LTD. 

Serving You For Over 25 Years 
"Insist on the best" 

Ask for 

HOLLANDIA BAKERY PRODUCTS 

324-3582 

McLennan, Alberta 



BEST Electric 

|4F| I bcrtputriiU: Appliances 

e Range top and oven elements lor all makes. 
Please bring old element wilh you. 


WE CARRY PARTS FOR MOST 
MAJOR APPLIANCES! 
OPEN SATURDAYS 

HAPPY 4921 • 49 AWe ’ 

EASTER Lloydminster, Sask. 
EVERYONE Call 825-2577 


Happy Easter From 

KEN-DEN 

CRESTS LIMITED 

m 436-5752 

9972 - 67 Avenue, Edmonton. AB 
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and thunder subsides, the 
curtain opens and Cirriss 
enters the stage area. 

It become evident 
where the slogan “break 
a leg” comes from. 

Cirriss is over 11 feet 
tall. He runs (on stilted 
legs) at the Sunkeeper 
and she scampers away 
— appearing afraid of the 
tall creature. The Cloud 
Master grabs at the sun 
held by Sol. In a frantic 
tug-of-war Cirriss man¬ 
ages to wrest the sun 
away from the Sun- 
keeper. He now controls 

Enter Concord, the 
Condor. 

With music peaking. 


thunder clapping, and the 
audience lending vocal 
excitement. Condor and 
Cirriss meet in feigned 
combat. 

Finally, Sol the Sun- 
keeper retrieves the sun. 

The theme and Story of 
the dance is designed to 
promote peace and 
understanding to all 
nations in the world. The 
performance teaches that 
no matter how powerful 
one may be, there is 
always someone who has 
even more power. 

Comments from the 
audience (after the show) 
included such expressions 
as “confusing”, “power¬ 
ful”, “reverent”, and 



SMOOTH ’N SHINY AUTO BODY 

• Professional Auto Body & Painting 
• Windshield Installations 
• Murals & Custom Striping 

• Firbreglass Repair 

• Glass Sandblasting 
• Free Estimates 

Box 6545, Wetaskiwin 352-0190 


Happy Easter to all our Native Friends 
and Customers from 

Hi-Way 13 
Tranport Ltd. 

Edmonton, Calgary, Wetaskiwin, 
Provost, Camrose & Ponoka 

EDMONTON CUSTOMERS 
CALL DIRECT 424-3593 

4621 - 39 Street 
Camrose, Alberta 

672-4771 


“filled with a certain 
harmony that to me 
demonstrates an attempt 
at stifling wars and 
instead, promoting peace 
through education — 
whatever that type of 
education may be.” 

Frank and Kathy 
Logan, the directors of 
the Aboriginal Youth 
Club, located in Edmon¬ 
ton’s CNFC building on 
117th Street just north of 
Jasper Avenue, were 
delighted by the perfor¬ 
mance. This was a first 
for the Centre. Coffee 
and cake was served 
after the show’s ending 
and the performers 
mingled comfortably 
with those who had come 
to see them perform. 

The 45 minute dance- 
play, considered a success 
by those in attendance, 
will undoubtedly return 
to the Centre in the 
weeks to come. But for 
now — check West 
Edmonton Mall, because 
the Rebels will be per¬ 
forming there (dates not 
confirmed) this month.* 


Lubicons Consider Court 
Injunction 

...want to stop takeover of traditional lands 


by Ennis Morris 

The Lubicon Indian 
Band is considering the 
possibility of filing a 
court injunction in an 
attempt to stop the 
Alberta government 
from turning the band’s 
traditional lands over 
a Japanese pulp m 
company. The land 
dispute is to be used to 
provide feed-stock for a 
proposed pulp mill 
project. 

Plans for the $500 
million pulp mill project 
were recently announced 
by Alberta Premier Don 
Getty. Construction is 
scheduled to begin later 
this spring. 

Daishowa Canada Co. 
Ltd., the company which 
has been given the land 



BILL SCHMIDT'S | 

GROVE 


DODGE CHRYSLER I 


962-0000 

'.16 West in Spruce Grove 


Easter wishes to the Native Families 
from Bemie and staff at 

Linkwell 

Construction Ltd. 

• pre-fab and installation on location of 
portable bridges 

• up to 100 foot bridges with a 95-foot 
clearspan 


Cooped o{ tMemowes 


• High Prairie 523-3540 

• Slave Lake 849-4414 
• Peace River 624-2686 

Serving the Peace Country for 25 Years 


TOWING SERVICE - MECHANICAL 
TOWING AVAILABLE 

HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday (Mechanic on Duty) 

Leons Automotive 
Service 

Located Acroos From Turbo Bulk Station 
Cardson, AB 

( 403 ) 653-3594 


has also been awarded a are entitled to as part of 
forestry management a land claim settlement, 
area which includes the The Lubicons have been 
area the Lubicons are seeking land rights in the 
claiming as the land they 



HAPPY 

EASTER 


OLD DUTCH FOODS 

12925-146 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Happy Easter to All Our Many 
Native Friends Across Alberta 

Steve's 


TRUCKING (EDSON) LTD. 



HEAVY HAULING 

• HI BOY SERVICE • SAND & GRAVEL HAULING 

• 8 & 16 WHEEL LOWBOY & PONIES 

• EXCAVATINC & CAT WORK • BACKHOE SERVICE 

723-3166 

— 24 HOUR SERVICE — 

EDSON MOBILES XJ30466 OR XJ30499 
RESIDENCE: 723-3771 6902 - 4th AVENUE, EDSON 
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area for over 48 years. 


Grants totaling nearly 
$74 million — $65 mil¬ 
lion from the Alberta 
government and the other 
$9.5 million from the 
federal Western Diversi¬ 
fication Program (WDP), 
is also part of the deal 
received by Daishowa. 


Indian Affairs Minister 
Bill McKnight, who is 
also the minister respon¬ 
sible for the WDP„ has 
made remarks that indi¬ 
cate he will not allow the 


province to include 
Lubicon lands in the deal. 

The mill, after a two 
year construction and 
preparation phase, will 
employ around 1,300 
during peak periods as 
well as creating about 
630 direct permanent 
employment jobs — 300 
in wood harvesting, 300 
in the mill and about 30 
on a contract basis. Over 
1,200 additional indirect 
jobs will become avail¬ 
able once construction is 
completed. • 


MPs Back Lubicon Request To 
Re-lnvolve E. Davie Fulton 


by Darryl Fisher 


Members of Parlia¬ 
ment have added their 
voice to the Lubicon call 
to re-involve E. Davie 
Fulton in the band’s land 
claim negotiations. 

The MPs, members of 
the House of Commons 


Committee on Aborigi¬ 
nal and Northern Affairs, 
called for the resumption 
of bilateral negotiations 
between the Lubicons 
and the federal govern¬ 
ment, and Fulton’s 
involvement in them. 

The-committee, com¬ 
prised of representatives 



^BrUC6’37 


St. Paul 
Treatment Centre 


FOR ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE 


a^U ufflfT"i immrn 
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use newspaper cutting for art 
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5120- 55 Street 
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COME AND SEE US 
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, v . w. PONOKA 
BUILDING 
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Happy Easter from the 
Students and Staffat 


Reeves 

Business 
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• Accounting • Management 
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■ 9022-20 Street 


of all three federal polit- vative justice minister 
ical parties, made the and former British 
recommendations by a 4 Columbia Supreme 
to 2 vote last Tuesday Court Justice, was 
(Feb. 9) after Fulton had appointed to study the 
appeared before it. Lubicon situation by 

Fulton, former Conser- Comin . 


Gasten 

BUNS MASTER 

BAKERY 


(Bill Smith - Master Baki 


* Your Local Baking Experts « 

* Offering a Complete Line 

of Baked Goods • 

791-0191 
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• Moss Bags 
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Calgary, Alberta 
T2W3C4 


281-6314 
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i David Crombie when 
u Crombie was minister of 
Indian Affairs. His report, 

[supportive of the Lubicon 
position, was not released 
and Fulton’s involvement 
. in the negotiations was 

At last week’s meeting, 
Fulton told the commit¬ 
tee he was “anxious to do 
anything I can to bring 
about a just and equitable 
settlement,” and that he 
believed it possible to 
determine in three to six 
months if there is a basis 
for an agreement. 

The Lubicon Lake 
Band, missed when 
Treaty 8 was signed in 
1899, has been seeking 
rights to its traditional 


lands for 48 years. 

Fulton told the com¬ 
mittee that the current 
minister of Indian Affairs, 
Bill McKnight, is 
opposed to his involve¬ 
ment in the negotiations 
because “he feels that I 
have stated an opinion 
that is unacceptable to 
the Government of Can¬ 
ada, and that on that 
basis, 1 would be a prej¬ 
udiced party.” 

He said that conclusion 
by McKnight is based on 
a misreading of his 

Even though an agree¬ 
ment had been reached 
in 1940 by the band and 
the Alberta and federal 
governments that the 


Happy Easter from the 
Chiefs & Councils 
of the Stoney Bands 


★ Bearspaw Band 
★ Chiniki Band 
★ Goodstoney Band 

Box 40 
Morley, AB TOL 1N0 

881-3770 


Happy Easter From the Management & Staff 

WORLD TRAVEL 
AGENCY 

★ Airline Tickets * Hotels 
★ Tours, Car Rentals * Train Tickets 

® 352-6648 


Happy Easter from the Board of Directors 
and Staff at 

OLDMAN RIVER 
Cultural Centre 

Box 70 

Brocket, Alberta T0K OHO 

® 965-3939 


Lubicons should have a 
reserve, Fulton told the 
committee, nothing had 
been done about it. 

And, he said, after 
asking the federal gov¬ 
ernment to go ahead with 
the agreement, the 
Alberta government 
opened the area up to oil 
and gas development. 
The result of that, he said, 
was that it became 
impossible for the 
Lubicon to continue 
hunting and trapping on 
the land. 

Calling the Lubicon 
situation a tragedy, Ful¬ 
ton said they have rights 
and claims which have 
not been recognized, 
“their traplines have been 
bulldozed into extinction, 
their livelihood has been 
driven away (and) 
they’ve nothing to which 
they can turn.” 

Fulton also outline for 
the committee the key 
variations in the positions 
of the three parties 
involved in the dispute, 
which centres on band 
membership. 

In the 1940 agree¬ 
ment, the federal govern¬ 


ment agreed to grant 65 
square kilometres of land 
to the Lubicons, based on 
50 hectares per person 
for a population of 127. 
The Alberta government 
is unwilling to provide 
more land now, while the 
federal government has 
increased the amount of 
land it is willing to 
provide to 160 square 
kilometres, based on a 
population increase to 
300. The Lubicons, how¬ 
ever, claim a current 
population of 457, and 
want 200 square kilome¬ 
tres of land. 

The four members of 
the committee support¬ 
ing the call for Fulton’s 
reinvolvement in the 
negotiations were New 
Democrat MP Janes 
Fulton of British Colum¬ 
bia, Liberal MP Keith 
Penner of Ontario and 
Conservative MPs Guy 
St.-Julien (Quebec), and 
Thomas Suluk (North¬ 
west Territories). 

The two opposition 
MPs called the decision 
a triumph for parliamen¬ 
tary reform. • 



Happy Easter from 
the students & staff at 

North American 
Studies 


University of Lethbridge 
4401 University Drive 
Lethbridge, ABT1K3M4 



F1APPY EASTER TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
& CUSTOMERS FROM THE STAFF AT 

Q| BIACKF00T CRAFTS 


BOX 437, GLE1CHEN, AB T0J 1N0 

734-2688 

SUITE 200,2710 - 17 AVENUE S.E, CALGARY, AB T2A 0P6 

248-7970 


High School Seniors 
Get New Book 

...The First Albertans to give 
insight into province’s past 


by Ian Knight 

Alberta Culture and 
Multiculturalism is dis¬ 
tributing complimentary 
copies of “The First 
Albertan’s, An Archaeo¬ 
logical Search” to all 
senior high schools in the 
province. The exercise is 
being carried out says 
Minister Greg Stevens, 
“as part of the (provinces) 
continuing commitment 
to inform Albertans 
about our prehistoric and 
historic pasts.” 

Stevens also said that 


every student passing 
through the education 
system “will have an 
opportunity to learn 
more about the deep 
roots of Alberta’s past.” 

“The First Albertans” 
begins with a description 
of how the ancestors of 
the first Indians are 
believed to have come to 
Alberta. The book also 
provides an account of 
the 10,000 years 
between the arrival of 
these “first” Albertans 
and the arrival of the 


Happy Easter 
from Chief Jimmy Boucher, 
Council & Members at 

Fort McKay 
Indian Band 

Box 5360, Fort McMurray 
Alberta T9H3G4 

(403)8284220 


fKafff Sailtfifum tk Staff'd 

ENOCH CONSTRUCTION 

AND 

SERVICES LTD. 

Box 2, Site 2, R.R. 1, Winterbum, AB TOE 2N0 

Office: 470-5685 
Mobile: 551-3646 

HAPPY EASTER FROM THE 

Native Education 
Program 

Edmonton Catholic School System 
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Europeans in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. The 
information in the book 
is based on the knowl¬ 
edge gained through 
years of archeological 
research. 

This, the first book 
((Alberta archeology) 
written specifically for a 
general readership, is the 
result of a collaborative 
effort between the 
Archaeological Survey of 
Alberta and Lone Pine 
Publishing of Edmonton. 

Written by award¬ 


winning Alberta journal¬ 
ist, Gail Helgason, and 
illustrated by Calgary 
artist Don Inman, the 
book provides a colorful 
and informative review of 
Alberta’s past. 

If you aren’t in high 
school and no one else in 
the home is — you can 
still get the book. It’s 
available at a variety of 
commercial book stores 
in the province as well as 
gift shops in all of the 
Historical Resources 
Division facilities. • 




by Rocky Woodward 

Happy Easter every¬ 
one! 1 was planning to 
give up smoking for lent 
but when 1 mentioned it 
to my boys they said, 
“That’s nice dad, but lent 
started two weeks ago.” 

It was funny - until I 
thought about the years 
I’ve been striving toward 
“work”, especially in the 
last six years. Ambition is 
great but it tends to make 
a person forget about why 
they’re really here. Too 
much ambition can also 
prevent one from taking 
time to actually smell the 

I can’t remember 
where I read or heard the 
following sentence but 
somebody once said, “I 
tell my students to picture 
themselves the day after 
they die. Was your life 
worth it?” 

Many of us race after 



Rocky’s 

Road 


by Rocky Woodward 


the almighty dollar, are 
work-a-holics; drink 
excessively and often 
have many other bad 
habits. We are probably 
all guilty of forgetting 
about ourselves - spirit¬ 
ually, mentally and 
physically. 

I’ve been out of work 
for the past six months 
but let me tell you that 
I’ve never been closer to 
my family, myself and my 
God in years. I’ve had the 
opportunity to reflect 
back on my working 
years and don’t really 
remember too much of 
anything. Sure, I remem¬ 
ber the people, the travel 
and the work — but 1 
don't remember being 
really happy. I suppose 
this happens when one is 
so busy and committed to 
outside projects that one 
forgets about himself and 
the people and things that 
are really important. 

_ 


Today I thank God for 
slowing me down a little. 
The years go by much too 
fast already. 

Edmonton_ 

The Cook County 
Saloon’s talent competi¬ 
tion is long over, and 
although the darling of 
the Metis, Kafen St. Jean, 
made it to the finals, she 
lost on the last night of 
competition. A message 
for you, Karen. I lost six 
years in a row to Kehew- 
in’s Albert Lapattate, 
until finally one day he 
showed up with a cold. 


Your star will shine and 
you’ll sit back and smile 
on the years you spent 
fine-tuning your talent 
and reminiscing - while 
counting the money 
you’re bound to get for 
your hit songs. 

Smile_ 

An Elder went to the 
doctor one day because 
he had sharp pains in his 
heart. After examining 
him the doctor said that 
he’d have to “give up love 
making with your wife if 
you want to live longer.” 


niw 


HiTE-KAPS 

MOTEL 


Best Wishes lor a Happy Easter 


15 MOTEL & 5 MOBILE HOME 
AIR CONDITIONED UNITS 
(16 With Kitchenettes) 
COLOR T.V. & PHONES 


OVERNIGHT 
PARKING FACILITIES 
For Trailers & Motor Homes 
Washrooms With Showers 

CALL COLLECT FOR RESERVATIONS 

■ 778-2246 ■ 


3815 Highway St. E. I 

IUwhitecourtLJ! 
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Next, I phoned Tom 
Ghostkeeper at Alberta 
Career Development and 
asked him the same 
thing. He looked into it 
only to find that Canada 
Manpower is not inter¬ 
ested in my career devel¬ 
opment. So then I called 
my “older” sister and she 
said if no Native organi¬ 
zations have anything to 
offer why not become 
“Treaty”. Now that’s an 

I guess I was just biting 
at straws for a better 
education. I came to the 
conclusion that I’ll 
remain an urban Metis 


(halfbreed), will probably 
not become educated, 
join the welfare ranks, 
and watch soap operas 
for the rest of my life. It’ll 
still be a good life. I have 
my family, the dogs look 
better each day, and heck, 
a friend said he’d get me 
operating his bob-cat in 
a month or so. He asked 
if I could operate one. I 
said that I did. Once 1 
know exactly what a bob¬ 
cat is you can depend on 

So until next time, keep 
your backs to the wind, 
and once again, a happy 
Easter to you all. • 


C°F°L 

CARS FOR LESS 


• Largest Volume Used Car Retailer 
in Edmonton 

• Over 100 Cars, Vans & Trucks to 
Select From 


474-4545 

118 Avenue & 93 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5G 1E2 


^Gbbu fioste/t 

GROVE 

PROPANE 


LTD. 

PROPANE DELIVERIES TO YOUR TANK 

FAST- EFFICIENT SERVICE 

with competitive prices you can afford 



I Company Thai Saves You 
I — When You Pay Cash!!! 


962-3866 


100 Railway Road. Spruce Grove. Alberta 


HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE 
Compliments of Tom & Staff At 

Mohawk 

Stop-N-Shop 


5204 - 50 Street, Beaumont, AB 

® 929-5558 



CAUTION: 
Dangerous Chemicals 
Stored Inside. 


1+1 ! 


Canada 


Easter 

...Christianity’s most important celebration 


by John Copley 

When the whitemen 
first came to this country, 
one of the things they 
brought with them was 
their religion. Soon after 
their arrival, their clergy¬ 
men followed to admin¬ 
ister to the spiritual 
needs, but primarily to 
convert to Christianity, 
the Native people they 
encountered along the 

As a result of their 
continuing efforts over 
the years, many Native 
people have become 
devout Christians — 
Catholic and Protestant, 
traditional and born- 


Canadians they had hired 
as servants and voya- 
geurs to transport them 
and their goods along the 
network of rivers. 

In 1977, the North 


West Company was 
formed, and it became 
the most aggressive of 
several of the Hudson 
Bay Company’s compet- 


nies were building com¬ 
peting forts near to each 
other throughout the 
west, including Fort 
Augustus and the first 
Fort Edmonton. 

While the whitemen 
intermingled with the 
Indian people of the area, 
there was often a differ¬ 
ence in the long-term 
nature of their involve¬ 
ment. Although there 
were expectations, the 
British were more likely 
to return to their home¬ 
land after completing a 
tour of duty, leaving their 
Indian women and chil¬ 
dren behind; while the 


Since Easter is consid¬ 
ered Christianity’s most 
important celebration, 
Alberta Native News 
acknowledges this spe¬ 
cial Easter season with 
the history of the first 
Christian activities in this 

Catholic involvement 
with native people in this 
part of the country began 
at Lac St. Anne. The 
thousands who still make 
their annual pilgrimage 
to Lac St. Anne are just 
one indication of the 
importance of the 
Roman Catholic Church 
to many Native people. 

A fitting example as 
well, for Lac St. Anne was 
the focus of the church’s 
development in Alberta, 
and especially its first 
involvement with the 
Indian and Metis people 
of the area. 

Easter seems to be a 
perfect time to look at the 
history of how that 
relationship developed, 
and to show some of the 
highlights of that history. 

The Whiteman’s first 
encounter with the Cree 
occurred more than 400 
years ago, in 1659-60, 
when Radisson and Gro- 
seillers led 27 fellow 
adventurers from Ville- 
Marie (now Montreal) on 
an expedition of southern 
and western North 

Indian-White encoun¬ 
ters increased consider¬ 
ably after 1670 when the 
Hudson’s Bay Company 
was granted charter to 
the vast unknown terri¬ 
tory of what would later 
become western Canada. 

English and Scottish 
representatives of the 
company began fanning 
out into Indian country. 
They were accompanied 
by the young French 
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French Canadian 
employees of the compa¬ 
nies, who were single, 
married the Indian girls 
they met, stayed with 
them, and even became 
part of their tribes. 

The result was that 
there were more French 
Metis than English Metis, 
and according to Father 
E.O. Drouin, O.M.I., in his 
booklet on the history of 
Lac St. Anne, they 
“settled around the forts 
as part-time contractors” 
or settled “in small 


groups along the rivers 
and lakes not far from the 
Great Plains, where 
countless buffalo 
roamed. They were fish¬ 
ermen, trappers and 
hunters." 

“Most of them remem¬ 
ber the religion they have 
learned at the knees of 
their mothers sufficiently 
enough to pass on to their 
families whatever they 
knew. They desire to 
have their maiTiages and 
spiritual lives straight¬ 
ened out as soon as the 


Happy Easter Compliments 
of Gary and the staff of 

SUPERIOR 
MUSHROOM FARMS 
® 922-2535 

ARDROSSAN, ALBERTA 



Men of Prayers of Black- 
robes came to these 
parts.” 

The first visit of the 
Catholic clergy to the 
territory didn’t occur 
until 1838 when two 
priests. Father Norbert 
Blanchet and Father 
Modests Demers, on their 
way to British Columbia 
and the Oregon territory, 
stopped at major forts 
along the way from the 
Red River to the Rockies 
to teach catechism, per¬ 
form marriages, hear 
confessions and offer 
Holy Communion. 

They petitioned Bishop 
Provencher in order to 
establish a permanent 
mission at Fort Pitt, but 
the Bishop had only four 
priests to serve all of the 
vast territory from Onta¬ 
rio to the Rocky Moun¬ 
tains, and the United 
States border north. In 
addition, funds were 
limited, and the Hudson's 
Bay Company would not 
give the catholic priests 
free passage on it's boats, 
even though it did so (and 
even paid small salaries) 
to Protestant ministers, 
including Robert Rundle. 

Finally, on April 20, 
1842, Father Jean- 
Baptiste Thibeault left 
Red River on a 900-mile 
trip overland, and cele¬ 
brated his first Mass at 
Fort of the Prairies (near 
what is now Edmonton) 
on June 19th. 

According to Father 
Drouin, “wherever he 
goes he is overly occu¬ 
pied at religious duties 
with whites, Metis, 
Blackfoot, Assiniboines, 
Iroquois, Saulteau — the 
Priest does not remain 


rooted at the Fort. He 
travels over the plains to 
contact Indians and 

Thibeault returned to 
St. Boniface for the 
winter, but returned the 
following year. 

Thibeault spent the 
latter part of the follow¬ 
ing summer (1843) at 
Fort Pitt, and tried to 
reorganize the establish¬ 
ment of a permanent 
mission 25 miles away, 
near Frog Lake. That 
effort was not successful, 
so he pushed instead for 
a mission at Manito 
Sakihagen (Devil's 
Lake), which he renamed 
Lac St. Anne. 

He was joined the 
following year by Father 
Joseph Bourassa, a young 
priest from Levis, a town 
near Quebec City. 
Together they ensured 
the establishment of a 
permanent mission at 
Lac St. Anne. 

Their concerns though, 
were not purely religious. 
They foresaw the disap¬ 
pearance of the buffalo. 
Not only was there an 
abundance of fish, furs 
and lumber in the area, 
but the land was also 
good for grazing, hay 
making and cultivation. 
This ties in with their 
plans to have the Indian 
exchange their nomadic 
lifestyle as hunters for a 
more stable one as 
farmers. 

For the next eight 
years, from their home 
base at Lac St. Anne, the 
two priests took turns; 
each venturing out into 
the surrounding territory 
while the other stayed 
behind to serve the 


Formerly Friesen’s General Store 


Blumenort 

Co-Op 


NOW OPEN!! 

Fort Vermillion, Alberta 
® 927-4223 

Peter and the Staff wish all the best 
for a HAPPY EASTER! 


Easter Blessings 


from 

Sisters of Holy Cross 

(Soeurs de Sainte-Croix) 

Edmonton — Westaskiwin 
Sherwood Park — Beaumont 


Alberta Nativ 

people in the immediate 
area. 

In 1852, a new era of 
the Catholic Church in 
western Canada began at 
Lac St. Anne when 
Father Bourassa blessed 
the first church built west 
of the Red River district. 
A further boost came 
with the arrival of 
another young priest, 
Father Rene Remas, went 
to Lac La Biche to estab¬ 
lish the Lac La Biche 
Mission. 

He was struggling in 
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poverty until Lacombe 

heard of his plight and 
offered him help. 

As Lacombe’s influ¬ 
ence grew, Lac St. Anne 
declined in importance 
and instead St. Albert 
grew in its importance as 
a centre of Catholicism. 

And to this day, the 
Indian and Metis faith¬ 
fully return to Lac St. 
Anne by the hundreds 
and thousands, from far 
and wide, to restore their 
faith, where it all began 
so very long ago. • 


May our hearts be open to Easter 
that the circle of love & peace 
may grow. 



Beaver Lake 
m 623-3553 


WAH-POW DETOX 
& TREATMENT CENTRE 
Box 1648, Lac La Biche, AB TOA 2C0 


Sturgeon Valley 
Sod 

“Sturgeon Sod is So Beautiful" 


• Cultured • Irrigated • Clean • Fertilized 

• Palletized • Baron • Kentucky Blue 

• Fescue Mix • INSPECTION INVITED 

FIELD LOCATED AT MORINVILLE 

939-2226 

Box 1830, Morinville 

Phone for Sod Harvesting Locations 
I » HAPPV EASTER - I 


Holy Name 
Church 

2223 - 34 Street S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3E 2W2 

249-7764 


OPEN 24 HOURS 


MOWHAK 

CROSSROADS 

SERVICE 


@JLES$INGS 


3915 - 56 Street, Wetaskiwin 

Call 352-5225 
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Alberta Indian Investment Corporation 
Holds Official Opening In Edmonton — 


by Clint Buehler 

A new version of an 
established service for 
Indian businesses has 
been officially opened in 
Edmonton. 

There was just cause 
for celebration, for the 
new corporation not only 
has a new identity, but 
$8.3 million for loans to 
Indian businesses and 
$2.5 million over the next 
five years for administra¬ 
tion and training. 

More than 200 chiefs, 
councillors, band eco¬ 
nomic development offi¬ 
cer, Indian and non- 
Indian business people, 
other Indian leaders and 
government representa¬ 
tives joined the board and 
staff of the Alberta 
Indian Investment Cor¬ 
poration (AIIC) for 
dinner at the Edmonton 
Inn to celebrate the 
official opening of the 
new corporation. 

The ADC is the new 


identity of the Indian 
Equity Foundation (IEF) 
and the Indian Business 
Development Corpora¬ 
tion (IBDC) (originally 
called the Indian Oil 
Sands Development 
Corporation). 

Officials of the federal 
government, which pro¬ 
vided the funding for 
ADC, predict the finan¬ 
cial aid will result in the 
creation of 500 new jobs 
and 250 new Indian- 
owned businesses. 

The federal govern¬ 
ment is pleased to par¬ 
ticipate “in a project 
whose success will have 
such a continuing and 
significant impact on the 
economic well-being of 
Indian communities in 
Alberta,” said Wetas- 
kiwin MP Stan Schellen- 
berger, representing 
Small Business Minister 
Bernard Valcourt, the 
minister responsible for 
the Native Economic 
Development Program 



Native private sector.” 

Congratulations and 
best wishes for success 
also came from Dennis 
Wallace, Alberta 
regional director general 
for the Department of 
Indian Affairs, which is 
providing the $2.5 mil¬ 
lion for administration 
and training. 

He said the 12 years of 
experience the AIIC 
group has in providing 
small business advisory 
services, and in adminis¬ 


tering business loans, 
guarantees and contribu¬ 
tions “is a melding of two 
concepts which will 
significantly improve 

entrepreneurs. 

"With capital funding 
from the NEDP, and 
multi-year operational 
funding from Indian 
Affairs, the ADC will be 
one of the largest Indian 
institutions of its kind in 
Canada.” 



(NEDP), which provided 
the $8.3 million grant 
Schellenberg is parlia¬ 
mentary secretary to Bill 
McKnight, minister of 
Indian Affairs and North¬ 
ern Development. 

He noted that the 
federal government, 
through programs such as 
the NEDP, has already 


Crowfoot, Co 


assisted in the establish¬ 
ment of a number of 
Native-owned financial 
economic development 
corporations across the 
country. “In so doing,” he 
said, “the federal govern¬ 
ment is working to foster 
Native economic self- 
reliance through the 
development of a strong 
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RON’S 

Automotive Repairs 

RON WILLIAMS - Proprietor 

☆ Licensed Mechanic ☆ 
☆ Personalized Service ☆ 


D & S Caterin g 

Complete Wedding Banquet 

$7.00 per plate 

CALL 645-6650 

4801 - 44 Street St Paul, Alberta 


Serving the Elk Point Area 

ELK POINT & 
DISTRICT 


Ambulance 


Box 533, Elk Point, AB T0A 1A0 

724-4082 


^appy Qasteii 


THE 

Fort McPherson 
Indian Band 

is now selecting performers 
for their 

1988 MUSIC FESTIVAL 

to be held on June 24, 25, 26,1988 
At Midway Lake, NT 

ARE YOU A SINGER? 

A MUSICIAN? 

AN ACTOR? 

A STORYTELLER? 

A DANCER? 

OR WHATEVER!!! 
and would like to perform? 
We may have a spot for you!! 


For McPherson Indian Band 
Box 86 

Fort McPherson, NT X0E 0J0 
Phone (403) 952-2330 
Fax 952-2212 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS MAY 15,191 
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AIIC has been devel¬ 
oped to provide financial 
assistance to Indian 
businesses in Alberta in 
a way that reflects the 
changes occurring in 
their economic situation 
and political structures. 

It is the latest step in 
the evolution of Alberta 
Indian economic devel¬ 
opment organizations 
that began in 1976 with 
the creation of the Indian 
Equity Foundation (IEF) 
and the Indian Oil Sands 
Development Corpora¬ 
tion (IOSDC). 

The organizations 
were formed to assist 
Indians in pursuing busi¬ 
ness opportunities in oil 
sands development and 
other business ventures, 
and were based on agree¬ 
ments between Syncrude 
Canada Ltd., the Indian 
Association of Alberta 
and the Department of 


Indian Affairs. 

The IEF was created to 
provide interest-free 
loans to Indian-owned 
businesses, and the 
IOSDC (later the Indian 
Business Development 
Corporation) was to 
provide research and 
business plans for Indian 
business people. 

Two years ago IBDC 
ceased operations. The 
board of directors of IEF 
had already seen the need 
for a larger organization 
that could provide more 
assistance and begun 
development of AIIC and 
the pursuit of funding 
from NEDP. They orig¬ 
inally sought $ 12 million, 
but agreed to accept the 
counter offer of $8.3 
million. 

The primary activity 
of AIIC will be the 
provision of business 
planning and develop¬ 


ment guidance and inter¬ 
est bearing loans to 
Indian businesses in 
Alberta which are viable 

invest in the equity of 
new and existing 
businesses. 

Vice-President Elea¬ 
nor Grandjamb says the 
change to charging inter¬ 
est for loans has been 
difficult, and board 
members have travelled 
the province letting the 
bands know about it. 

“It’s been quite a 
hurdle, from interest-free 
to interest-bearing loans. 
They’re used to grants, 
and they thought the 
change was unfair.” 

The board explained 
that over the next five 
years, with devolution 
and other changes, “we 
have to become self- 
sufficient.” 

“It wasn’t easy because 
they’re accustomed to 
free money." 

Grandjamb says she 
thinks leaders are begin¬ 
ning to recognize that 
you have to put some¬ 
thing back in the coffers 
in order to survive. 

Interest rates will be 
based on bank rates — 
prime plus, according to 
risk. In addition, criteria 
to qualify for a loan will 
be stricter than in the past 
to protect funding for the 
future. And to further 
secure loans, AIIC will 
obtain prior band council 
resolutions giving them 
access to assets (other 
than land) used as collat¬ 
eral for loans. • 


Slave Lake 
Denture Clinic 

849-5557 

489-8111 



PLAINS 

AUTO SALES & AUTO CENTRE 


Happy Easter From Management & Staff. 


KEN HARRISON 
TERRY CAPP 
TONY MINDE 
MARV BREDSON 
ROBERT BLEVINS 
FRED CARSON 
SIAN WAGNER 
CHERI JACKSON 


MARTIN WOOD 
DEREK COTT1NGHAM 
RICK MORROW 
ED CURTIS 
JOANNE GLADUE 
GLENN POTTS 
TYLER TRAUB 
MIKE LAWTON 
BRYAN WALKER 


JUDY JACKSON 
JEANNETTE BELISLE 
CANDACE HUOLT 
MARK HEBBES 
DALE GHOSTKEEPER 
RICH ANTHERIAN 
LEON DECOINE 
WINSTON CRIER 
PAULENE WOLFE 


Located Across From Maskwachees Mall on Highway 2A 
EDMONTON DIRECT 425*620 

585-2519 585-2520 Box 870, Hobbema, AB TOC 1 NO 


Native Internship Program ’88 

...jobs available during summer break - 

Summer employment 
opportunities in the 
Canada Employment 
and Immigration Com¬ 
mission (CEIC) are again 
available for Native 
students. The Native 
Internship Program, 
which began 11 years 
ago in 1977, has met with 
continued success and 
has provided a variety of 
summer jobs for many 
Native students. 

To meet eligibility 
requirements students 
must be returning to 
school in the next aca¬ 
demic year and must be 
of Aboriginal ancestry. 

This is inclusive of all 
Metis, Indians, status and 
non-status, and Inuit. 

In addition to financial 
benefits for the students, 
the program is also 
designed to ensure that 
students gain work expe¬ 
rience in a federal gov¬ 
ernment office 
environment. 

Some of the positions 
with CEIC, whose three 
mandates deal with 
unemployment insur¬ 
ance, immigration mat¬ 
ters and employment 
programs, are: immigra¬ 
tion support assistance, 
student placement offi¬ 
cer, employment coun¬ 
sellor assistant, assistant 
referral officer and cleri¬ 
cal support. 

Through work habits, 
general skills and confi¬ 
dence gained on these 

that students will find a 
future career within the 
CEIC or the Public 
Service of Canada. 

Native program coor- 


^ST native counselling 
3(Jf) SERVICES of alberta 

□ Providins assistance to Native persons 
involved with the lesal system since 1970 

□ There is no charge for services 

□ Offices throughout Alberta 

HEAD OFFICE: 

*800 Highfield Place 
Edmonton, AB T5J 3L8 
Phone: 423-2141 


CALGARY: 237-7850 SLAVE LAKE: 849-4914 
HIGH LEVEL: 926-3159 WETASKIW1N: 352-2461 
LAC LA BICHE: 623-4777 STONY PLAIN: 963-9270 
LETHBRIDGE: 329-6140 PEACE RIVER: 624-4622 . 


dinator Joan Poole says Poole 
the “benefit to (our) 
organization is that we 
get the extra help when 
staff is on vacation or 
when we need workers 
for special projects.” She 
added that the bonus “for 
both the participant and 
CEIC is the cultural 
interaction each can 
bring to a working 
environment.” 

Last year 64 Albertans 
participated in the pro¬ 
gram — 14 of whom, 
were returning from the 


that the 
of the pro- * 
gram over the years 
shows our managers’ 
willingness to use it 

Students are encour¬ 
aged to apply early. ' 
Contact your local Can¬ 
ada Employment Centre 
or CEC on campus, for r 
further details. 

Wage levels are depen- , 
dent on the student’s 
academic level and range 
from six to over eleven 
dollars an hour. . • - 

































Alberta Native News March, 1988 


17 


UBC Native Students Launch Protest 

...say not enough money available to help all - 

Native self-government, 
and on the other hand it 
cuts off the only route to 
make that a reality." 

UBC currently has 
about 120 Indian stu¬ 
dents enrolled who rely 
on financial aid from 
Indian Affairs. Until this 
year, the DIA post- 
secondary program, 


by Jim (Corky) Simpson 

The University of B.C. 
(UBC) Native Students 
Association has launched 
a protest because they 
say that one-third of 
Indian students enrolled 
at the university are not 
given assistance. 

Political Science 


major, Bev Scow, presi¬ 
dent of the Association, 
says the situation was 
created by a “capping” of 
funds for assistance to 
Indian students enrolled 
in post-secondary pro¬ 
grams by the Department 
of Indian Affairs. She also 
said that the “capping” 
may product short term 


financial gain, but “it’s 
going to be a long-term 

The department’s 
decision to limit funds to 
assist Indian students in 
covering the costs of 
post-secondary educa¬ 
tion has prompted pro¬ 
tests from several native 
and educational organi¬ 


zations across the nation. 
Some of these include the 
Canadian Association of 
University Teachers and 
the Union of B.C. Indian 
Chiefs. 

“On the one hand,” 
says UBC Native Law 
Students’ Association 
president, A1 Price, "the 
government talks about 



Happy Easter to Everyone! 



Indian Association of Alberta 

11630 Kingsway Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5G 0X5 
(403) 452-4330 


FAITHFUL PLUMBING 
& GASFITTING LTD. 
100% Native Owned 

HAPPY EASTER FROM 
CLARENCE & STAFF 

P.O. Box 2, Helntberg, AB TOA1X0 
Phone 943-3737 - After Hours 943-2103 
24 Hr. Emergency Service Offered 


HAPPY EASTER FROM IRENE 
ERNIES, GERMAINE 

Beaverlodge 
Nursery Ltd. 

Box 127 

Beaverlodge, ABT0H0C0 

354-2195 


We at Turbo Resources 
would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our 
many friends and customers 
in the Native communities 
across Alberta, a very special 
and happy Easter. 


From your friends at 


Turbo. 


"FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU" 


• on the spot Easter Greetings 


financing 

(O.A.C.) 

• all trade ins 
accepted 0 

• CALL TODAY for 


5 miles west of Edmonton 
on Hwy. 16, then 3 miles 
south on Hwy. 60 you will see 
lur Yellow Factory on the right 


free color brochure 




which started in 1973, 
had been considered a 
success story — until 
this year, when the fed¬ 
eral government decided 
to cap (limit) funds 
available and limit the 
number of Indian stu¬ 
dents it would assist. 

Native enrollment in 
post-secondary institu¬ 
tions across Canada has 
increased four-fold since 
the inception of the 
program in 1973. Less 
than 4,000 were in the 
program in it’s first year 
— but that has jumped to 
over 12,000 in 1988, but 
only about two percent 
go on to complete a post¬ 
secondary degree. 

The program costs 
have also increased sub¬ 
stantially. In 1981, for 
example, the program 
cost was about $23 
million, but for 1988 the 
figure topples $93 

Saul Terry, president of 
the Union of B.C. Chiefs, 
calling the situation 
“atrocious” said that the 
social costs of erecting 
barriers to education in 
front of already- 
disadvantaged native 
youth would out-pace 
any savings the federal 
government receives by 
cutting aid programs. 

Students like Scow and 
Price, says Tarry, are “the 
next generation of Native 
leadership in 

Canada.” • 

The 

Alberta 

Scene 

by Bob Swan 

This new information 
section is designed to 
provide our readers with 
a brief synopsis of news¬ 
worthy items from 
throughout Alberta's 
Native communities. We 
welcome all contributions 
in the form of news items, 
community events and 
other types of local infor- 

weddings and anniversa¬ 
ries Write to address on 
the masthead (pg. 2) or 
phone me collect at 421- 
7983. 

“Peace Pipe” is a new 
(it began in January) 
half-hour weekly radio 
program operated by 
Native students at the 





















University of Alberta. 
The program can be 
heard on Tuesday morn¬ 
ings at 8:20 over CJSR 
Campus Radio, 88.S on 
your FM dial. A spotlight 
on personalities and 
current issues facing 
Native people are the 
mainstay and focal point 
of the new program. 

Saddle Lake ’s Oncha- 
minahos High School is 
holding its youth confer¬ 
ence on March 18 and 19. 
The number there is 726- 
3730. 

The Saeitawa Friend¬ 
ship Society in Peace 
River is co-sponsoring a 
solvents abuse workshop 
at the centre on March 


22nd. AADAC is the co¬ 
sponsor of the one-day 
workshop. 

The High Prairie 
Friendship Centre will be 
hosting its annual talent 
contest on March 25th. 
Competitions will get 
underway around eight in 
the morning at the High 
Prairie Elk’s Hall. 

The Enoch Band 's Rec 
Centre at Winterburn 
will be hosting a two-day 
workshop on March 26 
and 27. The activities will 
be centered around the¬ 
atre, television and the 
film industries and will be 
designed to give a better 
understanding to Natives 
about the inner workihgs 





Our Prayer Is That You , 

May Experience Deeply The Lord’s Presence , 
In Your Life , 

And That You May Be Filled With 
His Gifts Of Peace And Joy 
At This Glorious Easter Season 1 
Staff, Faculty 
& 

Residents 

Newman Theological College 
& 

St. Joseph’s Seminary 

—J 


WANTED 

Hunters to Horsepack 
in 

Alberta's Backcountry Let High Country Pul 

• ENRICH YOUR HUNTING 
• REACH THE BIG GAME 



of the acting profession. 

The Western Canada 
Mens and Ladies Basket¬ 
ball Championships are 
slated for April 8, 9, and 
10. This year’s tourna¬ 
ment is at the Blackfoot 
Band reserve in Gleichen. 
Call 734-7030 for fur¬ 
ther information. 

The Fishing Lake 
Metis Settlement will 
celebrate its 50th anni¬ 
versary this year with a 


planned homecoming 
celebration. The celebra¬ 
tion is tentatively sched¬ 
uled for June. 

Fishing Lake is getting 
ready for the annual Miss 
Metis Alberta pageant by 
opening invitations to 
area girls to enter the 
local MAA Miss Metis 
Zone 2 pageant. The 
winners advance to the 
finals in August. * 


Happy Easter to all our 
Native Friends and Customers 

BRAZEAU’S REPAIR 

"Keeps Your Water Running" 
Specializing In: 

•Thawing water and sewage lines. 
Equipped with steamer truck for 
quick and efficient service. 
•Residential and commercial insurance 

Phone: 873-3882 
— 24 hours 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


Best Wishes For Easter 

Peace River Seed 
Co-Operative Ltd. 

Grass & Hard Seed Cleaners 
Retailers - Wholesalers - Exporters 
Phone Ry croft 765-3737 


Tom St Gerry’s 
Service n , 

AUTO REPAIR 


DO IT RIGHT! 


Leave the Servicing to Us! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED 

See Us For These Services: 

• Tune-Ups • Carburetors • Brake Repairs 
• Air Conditioning Repairs • General Repairs 
e Electrical Systems • Fleet Servicing 


328-7959 


3181 ■ 5th Avenue North, Lethbridge 
Behind Alcon Refrigeration 
Hours — Mon. - Fri. 8 o.m. - 5 p.m. 


EDMONTON BUTCHER & 

PACKERS SUPPLIES 
GROUP 

(A CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP0 

• Hussmann Food Store Equipment 

• New and Used Equipment 

• Restaurant Equipment 

• Planning service for stores & restaurants 

• Commercial Refrigeration 

• Air Conditioning 

455-4128 (24 Hours) 

11434-120 Street 


The Sweat Lodge 

The sweat lodge has been used by 
Indians in the western hemisphere for many 
centuries. ■ The prayer ceremony is 
considered an "uplifting" experience which 
is designed to aid in the spiritual and 
physical well-being of the individual. ■ The 
purpose of the sweat lodge is to provide the 
user with a place to cleanse the mind and 
purify the soul. 

■ It is common practice to participate in the 
sweat lodge ceremony with Elders from the 
community. ■ This allows a chance to air 
feelings and come into closer contact with 
those around, while seeking solutions to 
today's problems. ■ The ceremony 
provides a feeling of self-worth and allows 
the individual a chance to participate and 
share with others. ■ Relaxation and a 
sense of fulfillment are left upon leaving the' 
lodge. ■ The ceremony is practiced by 
many on a weekly basis — but even 
occasional visitors may benefit from the 
sweat lodge. ■ The lodge is frequented by 
religious and'community leaders, thus 
providing an ideal location to meet and 
become involved in community matters. 


Dr. Michael McMurray is pleased to 
announce the opening of his new 
DENTAL PRACTICE Located at 
22 - 3rd Avenue West, Caidston, AB 
Business Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mon. to Friday 

For Further Information & Inquiries Cell 653-22660 
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Alexander Band Gets Ministerial Order 

...will now vote under customary band regulations - 


by John Copley 

Until recently, 21 of 
Alberta’s 42 Indian 
bands elected their chief 
and council under the 
regulations set down by 
the Indian Act, while the 
other 19 voted under 
customary band 
regulations. 

Now, there are 20 that 
vote by traditional 
custom. 

The Alexander Indian 
Band, who decided to 
switch to the customary 
election procedure last 
summer, has been given 
a Ministerial Order which 
repeals the Order in 
Council of July 2, 1953, 
which put the band’s 
election process under 
the Indian Act 
regulations. 

Alexander chief Allan 
Paul and his team of six 
councillors will now be 
officially recognized by 
the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern 
Development 

Chief Paul says that 
the recent Order “allows 
the tribe to conduct its 
own elections.” He added 


that he was “confident 
that the tribe (would) 
move towards a more 
progressive and positive 
Indian government” and 
that “development on the 
reserve would continue” 
to prosper. 

Dennis Wallace, 
regional director general 
in Alberta says his 
department will “con¬ 
tinue to work closely with 
the band and encourage” 
the leaders of Alexander 


government . 

The aim towards self- 
government by the Alex¬ 
ander Band has been 
evident for some time. 
The Kipohtakawakamik 
health care group home 
for Elders, for example, is 
well known as the first of 
it’s kind built on a reserve 
in the province. The band 
is also internationally 
recognized for it’s suc¬ 
cessful Kipohtakaw Edu- 


Lethbridge Furnace 
& Duct Cleaners 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

Colin Thomson 

@ 381 -7277 Res.: 381-0292 


Voting Age 


Indian Act 


Shopper’s R.V. & Auto Sales 

(Formerly Hunter’s R.V. Sales) 

99 Street 8i 65 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

( 403 ) 438-0550 

Visit our new indoor showroom and sales lot and 
pick from our variety of quality vehicles. 


• open 7 days a week • Fully qualified staff 
• We do the advertising • We do the financing 
• We assume the trade • We do the work 
• You Collect the Cash • We offer nocharge consignments 


We Buy, Sell, Consign and Trade all Makes 
& Models of Used Cars, Trucks and R.V.’s 


Shopper’s Flea Market 

99 Street and 65 Avenue 

Friday — Noon til 9 p.m. 

Saturday — 9 a.m. til 6 p.m. 

Sunday — 10 a.m. til 5 p.m. 

Over 17,000 square feet of well planned space guarantees you a 
quality "spot” when you sell your arts and crafts at our flea market 

Bring this ad into us for a $10.00 discount on a weekend booth 
rental. We need your quality workmanship and crafts products. 

FOR TODAY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


cation Centre. A new Council, headed by Chief Terry Newborn, Martin 
school facility is planned Allan Paul includes coun- Arcand and Victoria 
for next year. cillors Tony Arcand, Leo Arcand. 

The Alexander Tribal Bruno, Harvey Bumstick, 




435-2768 ® 445-1782 




































Fort McMurray Winter Carnival 

... mild weather, big crowds, enthusiastic competition 


by John Copley 
It was time for Fort 
McMun-ay’s annual win¬ 
ter carnival and the cold 

mme. Old Man Winter's 
breath, replaced by a 


The town is alive — 
the streets and sidewalks 
are heavy with traffic as 
carnival followers attend 
the beginning of the 
many events scheduled 


filled and challenging 
activities that please both 
spectator and competi¬ 
tor alike. 

Broomball, dog sled 
races, weight-pull corn- 



spring-like warmth that 
isn't usually present in 
northern Alberta until 
mid-May, helps guaran¬ 
tee large crowds and a 
pleasant competing 


over the two-and-a-half- 
day weekend. 

The Fort McMurray 
celebrations, like others 
held each year through 
northern communities, 
includes a variety of fun- 


HAPPY EASTER TO ALL OUR 
FRIENDS & CUSTOMERS FROM 

Samson 

Lumber Co. 1984 

Box 779 

Hobbema, AB TOC 1 NO 

Phone 585-2660 


Happy Easter to all the Native & Metis 

Families from Lome & Staff At 

Rocky Mountain 
Furniture 

• Your Furniture & Appliance Trading Centre • 

5006B Main Street 

Rocky Mountain House, AB 845-3730 


petitions and the ever 
popular King and Queen 
of the North Contest 
were among the high¬ 
lights at this year's gala 
festivities. 

Opening night pro¬ 
vided new excitement for 
this reporter as the first 
in a series of 12 events 
that determine the even¬ 
tual "King and Queen” 
winners got underway. 
The crowded yet com¬ 
fortable Nistawoyou 
Friendship Centre was 
bustling with activity as 
a couple of hundred 
spectators and well- 
wishers gathered to 
watch a near dozen king 
and queen team compet¬ 
itors vie for position (first 
thru fifth) in the jigging, 
northern dress and squir¬ 
rel events of the 12-event 
contest. 

Though contestants 
enter the competition as 


Happy Easter to everyone from 

CHIEF: SIMON THREEFINGERS & COUNCILLORS: 
Johnathan Bull Henry Raine Theresa Bull Harvey Boastings 
George Deschamps Stanley Deschamps Jerry Moonias 
Herman Boastings 


And Members of the 


Louis Bull 


TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION 


( 403 ) 585-3978 

EDMONTON DIRECT LINE: 423-2064 
Box 130, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1 NO 




a pair, judging is done on 
an individual basis, with 
the eventual winners 
being the team the most 
aggregate points. An 
event winner scores five 
points and grades down¬ 
ward as the fifth place 
spot is awarded a single 

Cliucky Beaver took 
first place in the “north¬ 
ern dress" portion of the 
show while competitor 
Lenora Mulawka was the 
ladies winner. 


Solomon Yellowknee 
gathered up two first 
place medals as he struck 
homers in both the jig¬ 
ging and squirrel skin¬ 
ning contests. His partner, 
Bertha Auger, scored a 
five-pointer with a vic¬ 
tory in the womens 
jigging portion while 
Mulawka took honors in 
squirrel skinning with a 
time of one minute, 29 
seconds — a new ladies 

Several guest speakers 


were invited to the 
podium by master-of- 
ceremonies and Nista-^ 
woyou director Gerry 
CuthberL Among these 
were entertainer and 
communicator Ray Fox;- 
first “Queen” of the north 
(1964) winner Katie- 
Sanderson — who inci¬ 
dentally, retired at age 72 
after winning her 11 th 
contest; and Sam Sinclair,' 
well-known community 
visitor and past-president 
of the Metis Association 



Reid McDonald was t 
Calling Contest. 
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of Alberta (MAA). 

Sinclair, full of wit and 
vibrance, received the 
best rounds of ovation for 
his soft spoken candor 
and funny one-liner 
“insight” type jokes that 
had the audience roaring 
in laughter. Sam would 
easily have taken a first 
place ribbon for public 
speaking — had there 

The two-hour dance 
that followed the compe¬ 
titions and banquet saw 
a lively'crowd dancing to 
the music of Don Gladue 
and his band of merri¬ 


ment Old time fiddling 
and old time rock 'n roll 
are still favorites of those 
in McMurray and area. 
Saturday 

Warm, wet and well... 

1 sure learned a lot this 
day. ft was my first live 
coverage of dog sled 
races — and the experi- 

lasting one. Those dogs 
sure do love to run. When 
they’re not tugging at the 
rope in anticipation, the 
dogs often look over their 
shoulders with a look that 
says “can we, can we go 
now, huh?” 


Over 350 dogs repre¬ 
senting 56 teams were on 
hand for this year’s sled¬ 
racing card. 

Four, six and ten-dog 
teams raced distances 
from four to 12 miles in 
length and even though 
the “warm weather isn’t 
the best” for dog-sled 
racing, the day’s events 
proved to be a real 
highlight. 

The four-dog races are 
run over 4 miles. This 
year’s winner was Amy 
Lesmeister who finished 
with a winning time of 
12:11:97. Amy is cur¬ 



rently ranked third by the 
International Sled Dog 
Racing Association 
(ISDRA). 

Jerry Voyageur’s team 
(driven by Terry 
Streeper) placed second 
with a time of 12:44:37 
and close behind was 
third place finisher Jim 
Arthurs, who had a time 
of 12:44:43. The first 
place prize for this event 
was $600 with $450 to 
second place and $300 to 

The Alberta Treasury 
Branch’s community 
mobile travel van was on 
hand to provide a PA 
system and information 
centre for contestants. 
The Treasury Branch 
makes the vehicle avail¬ 
able to communities free 
of charge. A sincere 
gesture for sure. 

Dog owners/trainers 
Dave Larsen and Tary 
Runde, both of Montana, 
were this year’s seasoned 
competitors at the dog 
weight-pull competitions. 
Their heavy-dog entries 
took all the major prizes 
leaving only a second 
place finish to Prince 
Alberta’ Eugene Boyer. 
The best pull of the event 
was one of over 1,145 
pounds — plus the sled. 
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The dog must pull the 
sled a distance of about 
5 metres (16 feet). 

Meanwhile, on the 
ice... local favorites the 
“Nighthawks” took the 
first place prize in the 
broomball competitions 
after beating out another 
local team, the “Oilpatch 
Kids". A total of ten 
teams took pace in the 
broomball tournament. 

The final day of cele¬ 
brations was late finish¬ 
ing but none seemed to 
mind. The hectic sched¬ 
ule included the finals in 
the six and ten-dog sled 
races as well as the wind¬ 
up of the King and Queen 

The six-dog event, a 
race of 8 miles, was won 
by Dorothy Arthurs of 
Idaho in a time of 55:38 
flat. Second place went to 
Ed Streeper of Fort 
Nelson, B.C., whose team 
finished in 56:31:72, 
followed nearly three 
minutes later by third 
place money winner Curt 
Merritt in 59:20:96. 
Prizes from first to third 
were $800, $600 and 
$350. 

It was the Streeper 
Borthers all the way in 
the 12-miles run as 
current world champion 
Ed Streeper took first 
place money of $1,200 
and brother Terry cap¬ 
tured second and took 
home $900. The $500 
third place winner was 
Robert Peebles of 
Saskatchewan. 

Log chopping, nail 
pounding, bannock mak¬ 
ing, tea boiling, moose 
calling and target shoot¬ 
ing competitors gathered 
at the “Snye” to complete 
the King and Queen 
contesL 

The fun-filled and 
loudly applauded events 


went without a hitch — 
save one. A little display 
of unsportsmanlike con¬ 
duct by one of the (lady) 
contestants in the moose 
calling competition didn’t 
go unnoticed. Yelling 
angrily at the judges and 
showing disrespect to 
elders offers little benefit 
for the youth who are in 
constant attendance at 
winter carnivals. Shame. 
King and Queen of the 
North winners were 
Desmarais’ Solomon 
Yellowknee (35 pts) and 
partner Bertha Auger (32 
pts) who finished the two 
day plus event with 67 
points. Only seven points 
back and in second place 
was Bob Plews (23 pts) 
and teammate Lenora 
Mulawka (37 pts) of 
Anzac. Third place fin¬ 
ishers, A1 Peters and 
Annie Auger of Ft. 
McMurray, combined for 
a total of 57 points. 

Other than beautiful 
trophies, first place was 
worth a thousand dollars 
with second being 
awarded $700 and $400 
to third and final cash 

Fourth and fifth place 
consolation prizes went 
to George and Alice 
Martin of Ft. Chipewyan 
and Desmarais Chucky 
Beaver and Margaret 
Auger. 

Competitor and King/ 
Queen contest organizer 
Al Peters said this year’s 
event “worked out great 
the the competition level 
is outstanding". Peters 
began organizing the 
event last September and 
has donated much of his 
time to ensure “quality 
conditions and competi¬ 
tors and ample prize 
money” for all winners. 
As Al says, come back 
now, you hear! 
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Bissell Centre to Undergo Surgery 
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... new Centre to open next Spring 


by Gary Auger 


Centre. Married, single, 
divorced — fat, skinny — 
The aging Bissell Cen- tall or short, white, red, 
tre in downtown Edmon- yellow or black — eve- 
ton has been in operation ryone qualifies, 
for over 78 years, and it’s The “friendship” room 
about to get new life. is a good place to start 
By this time next spring upon entering the 95 
the new facility will have Street facility. This is a 
opened its brand new gathering place for many 
$1.5 million doors - and people in the community 
programs will be chang- — especially single men, 
ing too - they must in who stop for a coffee and 
order to meet the grow- sandwich each morning, 
ing needs of the increas- The daily total of visitors 
ing numbers of the inner can easily reach a 
city poor. hundred at peak times, 

Funding for the new but the morning average 
project is being raised sees about 40 clients visit 
through donations - both the friendship room, 
from the private and The Centre offers 
business sectors. Much of programs for all ages, 
(he needed money has During the summer 
been promised by private months the Centre opcr- 
individuals. ates a camp for low 

The Bissell Centre income families, children, 
provides Edmonton’s senior and teens. Camps, 
inner-city (Boyle Street like the one at Moonlight 
area) dwellers with help Bay, exist to provide a 
and hope for better times, fresh-air camping-style 
Hope, in that the profes- environment to those 
sional staff at the Centre who may not otherwise 
and the programs they have the opportunity. The 
offer, may add a spark of programs are designed to 
interest and aid in ideas build confidence and 
that will enable the poor restore human faith to 
to have a better vision of those who feel life might 
tomorrow; and help, in as well be over. Activities 
that the Centre provides include boating, fishing, 
clothing, shelter and arts and crafts and 
resource/referral infor- recreational events, 
mation upon request. The The Bissell Centre also 
programs also provide for operates a free day-care 
recreation, reading and facility on a drop-in basis, 
mingling-all designed to Each year over 9,000 
provide comfort, com- children are cared for 
radeship and a normal while parents seek work 
lifestyle for the Centre's and housing or simply 
many clients. keep appointments or 

An early morning (they take a needed rest. Hot 
open at 8:30) visit to the lunches and a snack are 
Bissell Centre will give served to the children 
potential clients a cup of daily, 
hot coffee, a sandwich Bissell Centre reports 
and a talk with one of the indicate that upwards of 
social workers/ 1,600 counselling and 
counsellors. support contacts are 

The private interviews made annually — 
are conducted to help the another 300 involve 
workers determine the referral services and an 
individual needs of the additional 700 concern 
client. And that s the key the emergency provision 
word. Need. A "need” is of clothing. Aboutt 3.200 
the only requirement a people are in contact on 
person must have in order a regular basis with the 
to qualify for aid from the Centre, and to these go 


an approximate 6,500 crafts, cooking, swim- 
food hampers. ming, drama, as well as 

The youth program a chance to develop 
provides inner-city child- social and interpersonal 
ren and teens with activ- skills, while at the same 
ities that include arts and bme, having fun. 


A women’s program is centre operates as an 
also available through the informal drop-in centre 
Centre, and operates its for women in need, 
own facility at the Bissell Counselling and advo- 
Centre Annex on 96 cacy are available and a 
Street. The women’s Continued 
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hot lunch is served daily. 

Special events are 
common throughout the 
year and informal coun¬ 
selling is available, with 
qualified personnel, on a 
daily basis. All activities 

Subsistence funding 
comes from various 
sources and is broken 
down like this: donations, 
28%; government, 22%; 
United Way, 18%. Other 
sources of funding 


include 17% from the 
Centre’s store; 11% from 
the church, with the 
remainder coming from 

The new Bissell Centre 
will provide an even more 
concentrated effort on 
helping those in the 
inner-city area. The new 
facilities’ programs will 
be published in upcoming 
issues of Alberta Native 


Cross Cultural Workshop-Elizabeth 


by Donna Rea Murphy 

"If things don’t happen 
here the way they do in 
the white world, it’s 
because we’re different." 

That statement was 
echoed by Metis partic¬ 
ipants at a recent week- 


AIDS 



call toll free 

1-800 

772-AIDS 

Confidential, 
professional information 
on AIDS and its prevention. 


^Iberia 


long cross-cultural work¬ 
shop between Elizabeth 
settlers and Amoco 
employees. 

The workshop was 
held as a joint effort 
between Amoco Canada 
and the Elizabeth settle¬ 
ment in an effort to leam 
each other’s attitudes and 
cultural values as they 
may affect oil 
development 

“When two groups of 
ethnically and culturally 
separate people must 
work together, there may 
be misunderstandings,” 
said facilitator Ted Van 
Dyke. “These two groups 
have learned to be human 
in vastly different ways 
and those differences 
must be addressed for 
harmony between the 
groups." 

Specific areas that are 
looked at are those that 
may affect the daily 


Attitudes toward time, 
holidays, dress codes, 
priorities between family 
concerns and work 
responsibilities as well as 
attitudes toward author¬ 
ity and subordinates are 
clarified, Van Dyke said. 

How these two groups 
view funerals is a good 
instance of how cultural 
differences can affect a 
job, he said. Among non- 
Native people, a funeral 
for a relative not in the 
immediate family, may 
only require a worker to 
take two hours off to 
attend the funeral. A 
Native person requires 
three days, he said, in 
order to attend the tra¬ 
ditional wake, then the 
graveside ceremony and 
perhaps a supper later 


that evening. A man goes 
to the funeral of the 
members of the commu¬ 
nity in order to show 
proper respect for the 
dead. Only a morally 
reprehensible man would 
put a job on a higher 
priority scale, Van Dyke 
explained. He added that 
misunderstandings about 
this very basic facet of 
Native lifestyle has cre¬ 
ated problems for Native 
workers working outside 
his own community. 

Another area that must 
be closely examined by 
both groups, he said, is 
the power structure in a 
small community. “If the 
boss in the community is 
working under a younger, 
outside foreman, chances 
are the workers will go 
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to him for guidance on a 
job rather than the fore¬ 
man because the elder’s 
opinion carries more 
weight with the commu¬ 
nity people than someone 
from the outside, even 
though that foreman may 
be the job expert,” he 


Cultural anthropolo¬ 
gists Van Dyke and 
George Kupfer, both of 
Calgary, acted as facilit¬ 
ators and catalysts to get 
participants talking 
about prejudice, stereo¬ 
types and discrimination 
among distinct racial 
groups. 


“I think (the work¬ 
shop) is a good idea in 
that it informs both sides 
of the homework that 
may have to be done over 
the next few months in 
order to adjust to each 
others particular atti¬ 
tudes,” Van Dyke said. 

He described it as an 
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escalating process of ’ 
cooperation for both 
parties’ mutual benefit. 

“When Amoco came 
in, we realized the people 
weren’t ready, so the 
council sat down and 
figured out the best way 
to handle the up-coming 
oil activity,” said settle¬ 
ment chairman Archie 
CoUins. 

“We decided a work¬ 
shop of this type would 
help everybody involved, 
and began planning for it. 
It’s certainly been a 
success,” he added. 

Amoco’s human 
resources worker from 
Calgary, Colleen Hutton, 
praised the two-day 
session — but she 
accepted its limits. “This 
certainly doesn’t mean 


there won’t be problems 
(between residents and 
outside workers), but 
now there'U be a process 
in place to deal with 

Discussions centered 
around the problems of 
discrimination and the 
many forms it takes. Van 
Dyke said discrimination 
“can take a positive 
form,” in that never 
before has an oil com¬ 
pany made such an all- 
encompassing agreement 
with a distinct cultural 
people, to provide fund¬ 
ing, career opportunities 
and economic develop¬ 
ment, as has been done 
with the people at Eliza¬ 
beth. Larry Lyons, power 
engineering instructor 
said, “from the issues that 
were raised it was 


obvious this (workshop) 
was necessary.” 

Amoco’s environmen¬ 
talist Dallas Zaretsky 
agreed. “I thought it was 
great — it’ll certainly 
help me do my job more 1 
effectively.” He said he 
benefited personally 
from the frank 
discussions. 

“We’ve had an on- 1 
going relationship with 
the people here for eight 
months,” says district 
foreman Greg Gra- 
bowski. “I think these 
sessions were tremen¬ 
dous. Everybody talked, 
and differences were 
aired out and cleared up. 
Now we just have to see 
what comes out of this 
and formulate the next 


Fort Chip Cree Band Gets 
“Devil’s Gate” Granite 

...as promised under 1986 land 

claim settlement _ 


by Ennis Morris 

In December of 1986, 
the Cree Band at Fort 
Chipewyan, was 
awarded an historic land 
claim settlement that ran 
into the millions of 
dollars. Part of this 
agreed settlement was 
the transfer of lands and 
resources back to the 
Native people in the area. 

A recent announce¬ 
ment by Alberta Attor¬ 
ney General and minister 


of Alberta Federal and 
Intergovernmental 
Affairs, Jim Horseman, 
says that approximately 
2,024 acres of land, 
locally known as “Devil’s 
Gate”, had now been 
transferred to the federal 
government in order to 
establish an Indian 
reserve for the Cree Band 
at Fort Chip. This is just 
the first of a total of seven 
parcels of land that is to 
be transferred as part of 
the land claim settlement. 


Horseman said that he 
was pleased that the ( 
implementing of the 
settlement made it pos- < 
sible to be “able to 1 
provide opportunities for 
the Band to develop its 

The land transfer 
includes the mines and 
mineral deposits and will . 
enable the band to pro¬ 
ceed with a proposed 
granite quarry on the 
Devil’s Gate site. The 1 



ZKofff Satleiftm tfic Shfy at 



HIGH PRAIRIE, Alberta TOG 1E0 
Phone 523-3321 


Easter brings a welcome opportunity to 
wish you and yours all the best 
from the Board and Staff at 


SETTLEMENT 

INVESTMENT 

CORPORATION 



2nd Floor, 11104 -107 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 0X8 


426-5312 































: News March, 1988 


25 


band will be working in 
cooperation with the Fort 
Chipewyan Develop¬ 
ment Corporation, whose 
shares are owned (major¬ 
ity) by the band. 

For McMurray MLA, 
Norm Weiss, said that 
“the Devil’s Gate site 
contains a significant 
quantity of two billion 
year-old Rochers Red 
granite” which appar¬ 
ently is among the high¬ 
est of qualities of granite 
in the province. He said 
that the granite was also 
prized as a “fine building 
material" which was 
used “in the creation of 
jewelry and sculpture.” 

The province and the 
federal government are 


providing technical and 
business assistance to the 
Fort Chipewyan Devel¬ 
opment Corporation 
through the Northern 
Development Agree¬ 
ment to assist its efforts 
to quarry and market the 
granite. The corporation 
is made up of the Fort 
Chip Cree Band, the 
Chipewyan Band, and the 
local Metis Association. 

The marketing of the 
granite represents only 
one in a series of coop¬ 
erative economic devel¬ 
opment initiatives intro¬ 
duced by the Cree Band 
since the result of the 
long-awaited land claim 
settlement. • 
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by Heather Parker 

Editor’s Note: Heather Parker, a University of Alberta 
English major, has "an avid interest in Canada’s 
hisotry", especially as it relates to the country's Native 
people. Heather's aspirations include a career in the 
publishing field She hopes to attain a position with 
Edmonton’s "Reidmore Books" upon completion of her 
university studies 

This two-part serial, entitled "A Home and Native 
Land" has been taken from a paper that Heather wrote 
while studying Canadian History at the U of A. The 
essay scored an 8.5 of a possible 9 marks 

We welcome Heather, a nine-year St Albert resident 
who hails from northern Manitoba, to the pages of 
the Alberta Native News 

National identity is... a sense of belonging to a 
particular community, often (but not necessarily) 
reinforced by a common language, culture, heritage, 
or the shared experience of living under the same 
government. (Robert J. Jackson — Politics in Canada, 
Prentice-Hall) 

Metis people are the ture Natives of Canada. Indian 
and Europeans were the immigrants — only the 
millenia separated their penetration into the New 
World. The meeting of the two races produced a 
mixture which was not from another land but whose 
sole roots were in the New World. (D. Bruce Sealey 
and A.S. Lussier — The Metis: Canada's Forgotten 
People). 

The 1982 Constitution Act recognized the Metis 
as one of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada — a 
milestone in the long evolutionary process of a new 
“nation" in North America. However, because the 
Metis, or mixed-blood people, technically include all 
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of the offspring of the European-Indian unions, a great 
deal of difficulty exists in exactly defining the Metis 
“nationality”. For example, as a race, the Metis 
include the mixing and matching of numerous Indian 
and European constituent nations: Cree/French, Cree/ 
English, Huron/French, Blood/Scottish, et cetera. 
These are only a few of the hundreds of possible 
combinations that would have produced Metis 
Children. As well, once Metis numbers were sufficient 
to allow intermarriage, the “slock” combinations 
became increasingly numerous and complex. As a 
result, many of the normal criteria used to measure 
or establish national identity are not readily applicable 
to the mixed-blood people. Given the wide variety 
of parentage, the Metis did not possess any single 
common language, culture, customs or heritage which 
would have focussed a national sentiment. Thus, even 
though some writers describe the Metis as though 
they have always been, it was only over a period 
of time that a history of shared experience and the 
development of a unique hybrid culture could mature 
enough to'provide a focus for Metis identity. 
Recognized in 1982 and dramatically expressed in 
the late 1800’s, Metis nationalism was first articulated 
in the 1810's and crystallized in the period from 
1800 to 1850. Literally, first bom on the east coast 
then spread westward — as well as south from Hudson 
Bay — the Metis of Red River were the first to call 
themselves a “New Nation” and to ask for recognition 
as such. Was this an inevitable solution? Considering 
the growth numbers of Metis in the early nineteenth 
century, possibly; but the evolution of a new “people" 
was greatly influenced by outside agents. The 
historical, social, political and economic factors that 
vontubutcd to the articulation of Metis nationalism 
in the period proceeding and following 1815 were 
largely decided, initiated, and influenced by the 
European (white) society of the time through the 
colonial government, the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
the North West Company. 

The historical presence of the Metis is often 
jokingly said to have begun nine months after the 
Europeans arrived in North America. As the 
Europeans stayed and increased their contacts with 
the Indians through exploration and the fur trade, 
the numbers of Metis grew. Their existence is 
increasingly commented on from the mid-eighteenth 
century, but Indian-British alliances are mentioned 
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in the Hudson’s Bay Company records as early as 
1682. The size of the Metis population is difficult 
to determine, however, because exact birth and death 
records do not exist As well, many of the genetically 
mixed-blood people were absorbed into the Indian 
tribes (usually the mother’s tribe). The transient 
lifestyle of the fur traders and the brevity of some 
of the alliances “a la facon du pays”, this assimilation 
was due partly to necessity for survival but also 
because the children brought prestige to the tribe 
and increased its strength of numbers. This ready 
acceptance of Metis children as Amerindian can be 
seen in the emergence of new “tribes” in 
Saskatchewan and Ontario (the Parkland People and 
the Lake of the Woods people). These groups can 
be traced back to a European patriarch but signed 
land claims with the Canadian government and are, 
thus, legally Indians. As well, Don Whiteside quotes 
minutes of a Great Lakes General Indian Council 
meeting indicating that, even into the middle of the 
nineteenth century, the Indian tribes would make no 
distinction between half-blood and full-blood 
members, and that membership was based more upon 
personal choce and performance than genetics. 

Moreover, from the European point of view, the 
Metis were generally distinguished as a sub-group 
of either of the parental groups or were directly 
classified as belonging to one group or the other. 
For example, Roy’s article emphasizes Samuel de 
Champlain’s idea of one people from intermarriage 
— although Champlain was thinking of French 
citizenship rather than the creation of an entirely new 
nation. Roy also points out that French law allowed 
Metis offspring to identify themselves as either French 
or Amerindian. In such circumstances, the growth 
of a new nation is not only discouraged but extremely 
difficult when the legal (political/social)system allows 
for only an either/or choice. In the example given, 
the Metis factor exists as incidental rather than 
primary and the importance of “mixed-blood” is 
overshadowed by cultural choices. In discussing the 
problem, John Foster, U of A History professor, 
describes the Metis in the Great Lakes region. Foster 
indicates the strong influence of French Canadian 
lifestyle n the children of voyageurs and traders from 
Montreal by commenting that “one has a sense of 
Canadian communities which happen to have mixed- 


blood components but do not see themselves as 
distinct from Canadien.” In this instance, the cultural 
and personal identification of the Great Lakes Metis 
with Montreal could be paralleled to the "home ties” 
of immigrant Canadians to England and France. For 
good or bad, a separate identity or sense of self results 
only from independence. 

This phenomenon can also be seen further west 
in what was to become Manitoba. Here, too, Metis 
offspring had a chance to choose their “identity”. 
Because of the relative lack of permanent European 
settlement in the Far Northwest, the choice was 
slanted in favour of membersip in the Indian tribes. 
Around the forts, however, “villages” of Indian or 
Metis women and their children helped to establish 
a more permanent white society. In the resulting 
confusion. Metis children were identifed in a number 
of ways. In some cases, they were broadly described 
as Indian but distinguished as European offspring by 
such terms as “Indian Lad” and “Factory Boy”. In 
other cases, however, Metis children were considered 
part of the “white” or European society. Paternalistic 
identification appears to have been fairly widespread 
from the Great Lakes too the Far Northwest as Emile 
Pelletier comments that censuses taken across this 
area to enumerate whites and Indians continually (and 
“erroneously” according to Pelletier) record the Metis 
as white. Referring specifically to a census recorded 
in the journals of Alexander Henry and David 
Thompson, Pelletier emphasizes that 

It is to be noted that in this census of 1805, the 
Indian wives and half-breed children appear to 
be enumerated as "whites". In fact, there were 
not white women in the country. The first one, 
Marie Anne Gaboury, wife of Jean-Baptiste 
Lagimodiere arrived in 1806. 

The arrival of white women was to have profound 
social and historical effect on the evolution of Metis 
nationalism. After nearly a century and a half of being 
identified according to either/or criteria as a full 
citizen or a member of a sub-group of the Indian 
and European nations, the mixed-blood person now 
experienced direct comparison to a full-fledged 
“white society”. While genetically true, historically, 
the import of the term “Metis” and “half-breed” were 
not realized until after this time.” • 
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by John Copley 

The Protestant Chris¬ 
tian Church played an 
important role in the 
pioneer days of the early 
west. As the Whiteman’s 
settlement of the west 
grew quickly the church 
focused much of its 


attention to the Native 
people in the area. 

The first Protestant 
missionary to reside in 
the Edmonton area was 
Robert Rundle, who was 
a representative of the 
Wesleyan Society of 
London. He arrived in 
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Edmonton on October 
18,1840. 

In “A History of 
Alberta" by James G. 
McGregor, Rundle is 
described as, “a man of 
great fortitude" who 
crossed the sea to “face 
conditions of which he 
had only a vague 
conception." 

“Though he arrived 
under the handicap of 
being a greenhorn he 
remained until the spring 
of 1848, and during that 
time proved to be a man 
of rare courage.” 

Rundle’s parish 
i extended from Saskatoon 
i to Jasper, and from 
Lesser Slave Lake to 
Banff, where a mountain 
and the United Church 
! still bear his name. 

McGregor tells of 
Rundle, “suffering great 
hardships at times and 
, once returning to 
Edmonton House alone, 
with an arm that had 
been broken several days 
before, he nevertheless 
made a mark upon the 
Cree and Stoney Indians 
that persisted for 
generations.” 

Another Methodist 
was Reverend James 
Evans, superintendent of 
the church’s western 
missions. In touring his 
f territory in 1841, his 
journey took him to 
, Lesser Slave Lake, and 
eventually to Fort Chipe- 
, wyan. He was the first 
protestant missionary to 
travel that far north. He 
went to Lesser Slave 
■ Lake for the first time in 
the following year. 

While the Roman 
Catholics were the first 
missionaries to go into 
the far north, the Angli¬ 
cans were soon minister¬ 
ing to the Native people 
there, too. 

The first was Archdea¬ 
con Hunter, who in 1858, 
visited Fort Chipewyan. 
He then went on to serve 
the Natives in the Fort 
Simpson area. 

The following year 
Reverend W. Kirby 
doubled the Anglican 
presence in the are when 
he moved in. The busy 
Anglican missionary 
effort grew quickly form 
. that small beginning. 

The Protestant pres¬ 
ence in Alberta, and its 
strongest efforts among 
Natives, came with the 


Grande Prairie 
Denture Clinic 

Certified Dental Mechanics 


#202,10117B-101 Ave. 
Grand Prairie 

m 523-8141 


arrival of the Methodist 
missionaries, the 
McDougall's — father 
George and his son, John. 

They arrived in the 
Edmonton area in 1862 
after first visiting another 
early Methodist mission¬ 
ary, Reverend Henry Bird 
Steinhauer, at Whitefish 
Lake. 

Steinhauer, an Ojibway 
Indian, had been edu¬ 
cated by a German- 
American industrialist on 
the condition that he take 
the industrialist’s name. 

Henry came to the 
west a young man. His 
goal was to minister the 
Cree, and to stay in the 
area for the rest of his life. 

His offspring would 
play an important role in 
the future of the Natives 
and the province of 
Alberta. Both Ralph and 
Eugene Steinhauer would 
become chiefs; Eugene 
would serve as president 
of the Indian Association 
of Alberta. Ralph would 
later go on to become 
Lieutenant-Governor of 
Alberta and the first 
Indian to serve as the 
Queen’s representative. 

In his book, “Pathfind¬ 
ing on the Plain and 
Prairie”, John McDou- 
gall says of Reverend 


Steinhauer “...Mr. Stein¬ 
hauer was an ideal mis¬ 
sionary. He gave himself 
with entire devotion to 
his work. His best was 
always to the front and 
God blessed his efforts. 
The cycles of eternity will 
reveal the good this 
faithful servant accom¬ 
plished. It is always an 
inspiration to spend a few 
days at his mission.” 

Tragically, George 
McDougall perished in a 
blizzard. 

John McDougall, how¬ 
ever, devoted 50 full 
years of accomplishment 
to his vocation. As James 
MacGregor wrote in “A 
History of Alberta", 
because of John McDou- 
gall's “half century of 
devotion to the cause he 
espoused and his over¬ 
whelming egotism, he 
became one of the west’s 
great men.” 

Never a shrinking 
violet, as shown by his 
autobiographical books, 
his constant acknowl¬ 
edgment of his obvious 
fitness ran hand-in-hand 
with his biting criticism 
of the Lord’s enemies. 

Among those he con¬ 
sidered rivals in the race 
for converts was Father 
Lacombe, whose long 



stay on the prairies, self 
sacrifice and final recog- 

most famous figures, 
paralleled his own. 

The west, like the rest 
of the Christian world at 
the time, was filled with 
religious bigotry and 
bitter intolerance. Never¬ 
theless, during its crucial 
era, what has been called 
“McDougall’s muscular 
Christianity”, couple 
with his capability as a 
frontiersman, served the 
west well. 

In 1864, McDougall 
established schools at 
Victoria and Whitefish 
Lake — the first Protes¬ 
tant schools west of 
Portage La Prairie. The 
Victoria mission 
attracted so many Indians 
and Metis that the Hud¬ 
son’s Bay Company 
opened an outpost there. 
It was also at Victoria 
that McDougall devel¬ 
oped a friendship with 
Cree chief Maskepatoon. 

In 1865 McDougall 
rebuilt the mission that 
Rundle had first con¬ 
structed years earlier at 
Pigeon Lake. 


Along with the expan¬ 
sion of the church’s 
influence came tragedy 
and growing tensions 
between the Indian and 
Metis and the white 

The tragedy came with 
the smallpox outbreak in 
1870, and the tension 
came with the Louis Reil 
incident at Fort Garry in 
1869. This incident 
would eventually escalate 
and become the Metis 
Resistance of 1885. 

The McDougall’s lost 
many of their own family 
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Raymond 
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and friends during the 
smallpox epidemic, as did 
the Indians and Metis. 
But, even in their own 
grief, they tried to pro¬ 
vide solace and comfort 

They tried to ease the 
tensions too, through 
their good relationship 
with both sides, but the 
conflict developed 
beyond their control. 

Out of the long-term 
dedication of the mis¬ 
sionaries, however, came 
the foundation for the 
Protestant Church in 
western Canada. • 
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Clark to Protest British Proposal to 
Label Leg-Hold napped Furs 


by Gary Auger 

Protests against a 
British government pro¬ 
posal to label furs 
obtained by trappers 
using leg-hold (raps have 
gained the support of 
External Affairs Minister 
Joe Clark. 

The British proposal is 
the latest step in an 
ongoing anti-fur cam¬ 
paign in Great Britain 
and Europe, says Bob 
Stevenson, executive 
director of the Aboriginal 
Trappers Federation of 


Canada. 

Clark has promised to 
vigorously 
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that would require some 
fur products sold there to 
can-y a tag saying they 
might have been made 
from furs obtained by 
leg-hold trapping. 

He told the House of 
Commons that the Brit¬ 
ish plan constitutes a very 
serious threat to the 
livelihood of Indian, 
Metis and Inuit Canadi¬ 
ans who depend on the 
fur industry to live. 

The Canadian govern¬ 
ment had been notified in 
advance of the plan, 
Clark said, but on such 
short notice that there 
was virtually no advance 
warning. 

“We will oppose it and 
we will fight it,” Clark 
told the Commons after 
the matter was raised by 
Dave Nickerson, the 
Conservative MP for the 
Western Arctic. Clark 
said he plans to raise the 
matter with British For¬ 
eign Secretary Sir Geof¬ 
frey Howe and other 
British officials. 

Stevenson says many 


Canadians do not realize 
that many Native people 
still depend on a land- 
based economy of trap¬ 
ping, hunting, fishing, 
farming and gathering. 

It is estimated that 
more than 100,000 
Canadians earn all or 
part of their income from 
the fur industry, which is 
worth$ I billion annually, 
with wild animals 
accounting for half that 
total. 

The new regulations 
would apply to products 
made from the fur of 
bobcats, coyotes, lynx, 
wolf and several species 

Fur products made 
from the pelts of animals 
raised in captivity will not 
be required to carry the 
labels. 

The trappers federa¬ 
tion has 20 member 
organizations across 
Canada working with all 
segments of the fur 
industry. The organiza¬ 
tion’s major activities are 
concerned with trap 
research and develop¬ 
ment, trapper education, 
public information and 
economic development 


within the fur trade. 

Major activity in 
recent years has centred 
on countering intensive 
anti-fur campaigns — 
particularly in Great 
Britain and Europe — 
through information, 
education and political 
lobbying. • 
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The Origin of Easter 

by John Copley 

"And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it And his appearance 
was like lightning, and his garments as white as snow; and the guards shook for 
fear of him, and became like dead men. And the angel answered and said to 
the women (Mary Magdalene and the other Mary), "Do not be afraid; for I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified He is not here, for He 
has risen, just as He said Come see the place where he was laying. And go quickly 
and tell his disciples that He has risen from the dead and behold He is going 
before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold I have told you. ” 

(Matthew 28) 


Easter, the most cele¬ 
brated Christian festival 
of the year, was first 
observed in the early 
second century. 

The central focus of 
Christian belief is that 
Jesus Christ, after his 
death, raised from the 
dead, and that his passing 
was a sign of man’s 
reconciliation (harmony) 
with God. 

The date of Easter, 
determined by Roman 
Emperor Flavius Con¬ 
stantine (Constantine 1) 
at the Council of Nicaea 
in 325 AD, is the first 
Sunday after the full 
moon that occurs on or 
after the 21st day of 
March (spring). 

According to a legem' 


that a 


5 the 


Norman conquest of 
Great Britain, the name 
“Easter” is derived from 
Eostre, the goddess of 
spring, whose festival 
was celebrated at the 

Though Europeans 
have celebrated Easter 
for many centuries, the 
North American tradi¬ 
tions have only taken 
firm hold since the mid 
1800s. 

It is said that the slow 
acceptance of Easter in 
North America was 


because of the early 
Puritan domination of the 
colonies. 

The Puritans were 
Christmas and Easter 
boycotters, who had little 
time or sentiment for 
religious occasions. 

However, since its 
acceptance around the 
era of the American Civil 
War(1861-1865),Easter 
has become an extremely 
popular Easter 

celebration. 

Spring school breaks, 
vacations, family get- 
togethers, festive dinners 
and church services are 
among the joyous activ¬ 
ities that children and 
adults look forward to 
each spring. 

And everyone waits for 
the “Easter Bunny”. 

a Latin proverb, which 
when translated means, 
“all life comes from the 
egg,” is said to be the 
main reason for the 
existence of the tradi¬ 
tional “Easter eggs” as 
we know them today. 

Many theories and 
beliefs center around the 
egg. For instance, in 
central Europe it is 
believed that an egg laid 
on Good Friday (the 
Friday immediately 
preceding Easter Sunday) 


would see their yolks 
transformed into large 
diamonds — if kept for 
a century. 

Another is that a Good 
Friday egg, when cooked 
and eaten on Easter 
Sunday, would provide 
protection to protect 
sudden death or illness to 
the one eating the egg. 

Games are another 
source of egg impor¬ 
tance. Once such game, 
introduced into Canada 
by the British, is played 
like “demolition derby.” 
The contestant rolls his 
hard-boiled egg into 
other hard boiled eggs — 
the last one to crack is 

Easter, for some, is a 
religious gathering. To 
others, it is a time of 
family reunion. For yet 
others, it is a time for 
solace and reflection. 

For the younger gener¬ 
ation — those now in 
school and readying 
themselves for the chal¬ 
lenges of tomorrow, 
Easter is fun. It’s family. 
It’s sharing. It’s chocolate 


remember — be careful 
on the highways. • 
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Turtle’s Pace Preferred By Feds 

...Natives say NEDP program could be run smoother 


by John Copley 

The Native Economic 
Development Program 
(NEDP), a $345 million 
project under the direc¬ 
tion of Bernard Valcourt, 
the minister responsible 
for the program, is not 
living up to its expecta¬ 
tions — despite the flow 
of money, say some of 
Alberta's Native leaders, 
Valcourt, during a recent 
press conference in 
Edmonton, announced a 
$6.2 million grant to 11 
Alberta projects. During 
the conference he said 
that the recipient projects 
“demonstrate the impor- 

provincial economy in 
Alberta and for Canada 


But Native leaders say 
the positive picture 
painted by Valcourt isn’t 
as clear as it seems. 
During the past four years 
a total exceeding $37.5 
in grant money has been 
channeled through to 
Alberta under the NEDP 
program. This figure 
represents about 20 
percent of the total 
amount of $192 million 

ada. These totals include 
multi-million dollar 
grants to three Alberta 
"umbrella” investment 
organizations. These are: 

Corporation (for Alberta 
Metis); Settlement 
Investment Corporation 
(for Metis on settle¬ 
ments); and the Alberta 
Indian Investment Cor¬ 


poration (for Treaty 
Indians). 

The biggest single 
criticism from Native 
leaders is directed at the 
“application process 

Indian Association of 
Alberta spokesman Lou 
Desmerais remarked that 
it often took months, and 
in some cases, even years 
for an application to be 
duly processed. Desme¬ 
rais said that the NEDP 
program may be working 
“but it’s working awfully 

Metis Association of 
Alberta (MA A) president 
Larry Desmeules said he 
feels the NEDP could be 
more responsive to the 
Metis by realizing they 
are often short of finan¬ 
ces. He said that unlike 





the Treaty Indian who 
often has access to funds 
to hire professional assis¬ 
tance, the Metis had a 
much different path. 

Valcourt was quick to 
deny yet another allega¬ 
tion from the IAA’s 
Desmerais — that polit¬ 
ical considerations often 
determine who gets 
money from the NEDP. 
The minister said that 
money is never granted 
for political reasons. 

He did say, however, 
that less red tape would 
deliver a smoother 
product. 

Valcourt indicated that 
the NEDP does take into 
account the problems of 
Indians on reserves, who 
often have ditncuity in 
attaining loans because 
they are not able to 
provide collateral. Prop¬ 
erty on Indian reserves 
cannot be seized by 
creditors. 

While praising the 
significant efforts of the 
Native private sector, 
which'he said was a 
prerequisite for the suc¬ 
cess of Native self- 
government, Valcourt 


Cars, Trucks, R.V.’s & Miscellaneous 

Every Wednesday Night at 
6 p.m. SHARP! 

Cars, Trucks, R.V.'s, Miscellaneous 
and Lumber 

Every Saturday at Noon SHARP! 

Sheriff Auction & Miscellaneous Sale 

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. SHARP! 

IREGM, AUOTDQN3 

2003 McKnight Blvd. N.E., Calgary, Al 

PHONE 250-1995 


Eiisftinr Gir®©l!ooTigi 





Sucker 
Creek Band 

ST 523-4426 

P.O. BOX 65, ENILDA, ALBERTA TOG 0W0 


GOOSE A 

hunters! 


stop for the best... 

• PIZZA 

• B.B.Q. RIBS 

• BURGERS 

D&GCAFE 



Creative Building Sales Ltd.^ 


Specializing In: 

Farm, Commercial & Industrial 
Buildings 


• Machine Storage 

• Warehouse 

• Riding Stables 

• Grain Storage 


> Machine Shops 

> Garages 

> Workshops 

> Body Shops 


Full Construction Service 

® 679-0473 


Courtesy Corner 

Your one-stop service centre 

765-3730 

RESTAURANT, SERVICE STATION 
|FULL SERVICE, MECHANIC) 
DINING LOUNGE. BANQUET FACILITIES 


WISHING YOU A HAPPY EASTER 

SPRUCELAND 

BRAKE & STEERING 

SERVICE 

MACHINING rotor drums 
A1 ■''“•■■ENT & BALANCING 

*ME STRAIGHTENING 


962-4097 



* Complete Balancing 


F.M.C. 

4 Wheel Alignment System 


675-2134 B„. Athabasca 675-2549 Res 
' our All-Terrain VEHICLE CENTRE 
Snowmobiles — Quads 
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HAPPY EASTER FROM 


Strehlau Locksmithing 
& Carpentry Ltd. 

Servicing Alberta for your INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, 


RESIDENTIAL SECURITY NEEDS 


Box 561, Swan Hills, Alberta TOG 2C0 

(403) 333-4593 °™ er&c 


pass the existing lodge 
and a proposed 50-unit 
hotel, swimming pool and 
a variety of other 
assorted facilities; creat¬ 
ing 25 new jobs; and 
$2,510,000 to Kainai 
Industries Ltd. at Stand¬ 
off for the construction of 
50 modular home units; 
creating 34 new jobs. • 


HAPPY EASTER FROM CAREY & STAFF AT 

Masktn b la ne 
tire centres ■ 

YOUR FIRESTONE & CUSTOM WHEEL HEADQUARTERS 


SPECIALISTS IN: 

• tires » alignments • brake systems • tune-ups • custom wheels 

• suspension systems • oil lube & filter • cooling systems 

• air conditioning_ 


CAMROSE, ALBERTA 
6317-48 AVENUE 

627-4461 


WETASKIWIN, ALBERTA 
4905 - 51 STREET 

352-6085 


The 

Metis 

Association 
of Alberta 


Edmonton Office: 

12520 St. Albert Trail, Edmonton, AB 
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Culture Is The Lifeblood Of Civilization 


21 Century Hair Fashions wishes to 
express a Happy Easter to all our 
Native Customers. You're greatly 
appreciated. 


21 Century 
Hair Fashions 



BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


Partnership — Be a partner in the grow¬ 
ing fast food industry. 

REASONABLE INVESTMENT 

>w’s the lime to start in something new. We'll 
do the work or training. 

M.S. ENTERPRISES 
15807-102 Ave. 

Edmonton, AB (403) 486-2026 


remind ourselves how 
close our culture 
dying — because we, the 
original Canadians, did 
do our utmost to 
preserve it. Many of us 
tot fully recognize the 
importance of what we 
nearly lost. 

Canada has great 
importance as one of the 
world’s leading countries. 
We should do it justice by 
keeping our heritage 
alive and by being proud 
of our languages and our 
history. • 


On behalf of 

The Alberta Progressive Conservative 
Association 


^appij 


Compliments of Trevor and his staff at 


Qastek 


THE RADIATOR SPECIALISTS 

Spruceland 
Radiator Ltd. 

Automotive & Industrial Service 


rW 

f 


962-8797 



Best Wishes for 
A Happy Easter 


FROM 

DON R. GETTY 

Premier of Alberta 
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The American Bison 


...a major contributor to early Natives 


Ennis Morris 

The large and shaggy 
rump-backed shape of 
he American bison (buf- 
alo) was once a common 
light across the plains of 
Morth America. With the 


flow of settlers and 
frontiersmen into the 
western regions of the 
continent the bison’s fate 
was sealed. It took only 
a few short years to kill 
off millions of the 


The vicious and prof¬ 
itable slaughter of the 
bison nearly brought 
about its extinction. It 
was only through the 
efforts of a few citizen 
and government groups 
that the bison still 



Happy Easier to all the Native Families 
and let only good spirits guide you! 
From the staff at 


Jacques 

FUNERAL HOME 


The little Chapel on the Comer 
Centrally Located at 
240 - 17th Avenue S.W., Calgary 

263-6440 

• Traditional, memorial or cremation 
services reasonably priced 
• Pre-arranged funeral services available 


remains today. 

Unlike the hunter of 
today, who wastes much 
of his kill, the Native 
hunters of yesterday were 
much more versatile with 
their prize. 

' The Buffalo-was-nor 
only used for its meat 
protein, nor for it’s ability 
to provide warm clothing. 
The buffalo was used for 
much more than that. 

The short, curved horn 

of the beast was used for 
many things including 
spoons, cups and weap¬ 
ons. The skull of the 
animal was used in reli¬ 
gious ceremony — it is 
part of the Sun Dance. 
Bones from the bison 
made ideal tools and 


NELSON DENTURE 
Clinic (Ft McMurray) LTD. 

Keith B. Nelson, Denturist 
PLAZA TWO 

791-1411 



HAPPY EASTER TO ALL 


National Indian 
Forestry 

P.O. Box 2138 
MEADOW LAKE, Saskatchewan 
SOM 1V0 
(306) 236-4448 


Institute 



CANADA 


knives; the stomach 
provided an excellent 
cooking pot and the 
bladder made an ideal 
waterproof bag. 

Sinews and tendons 
were used to make bow¬ 
strings for the warriors 
and hunters as well as 
thread for the women’s 
sewing needle, which was 
fashioned from a bone or 
a sliver from the horn. 


The hooves of the ■ 
bison were used in mak¬ 
ing glue while some used 
the tail as a fly swatter. 
Teeth made becoming 
necklaces and dewclaws 
could be used to make 
rattles. 

Ribs were used for a 
variety of things includ¬ 
ing the making of arrow 
shafts and lances. 

The full hide of the 


buffalo provided for 
warm winter clothing 
and the stripped (bare) 
hide, was used for 
summer clothing and tipi 
door coverings. 

The hair of the bison 
was used as filling for the 
sleeping area and also 
woven into rope to make 
a variety of items. 

The bison — once a 
major contributor to the 
Native way of life. • 



Glenbow Museum 


Museum Intern/Proiect Assistant 

The Ethnology Department at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary is seeking 
to hire an individual for a one year position. 

POSITION: 

The selected individual will be given a comprehensive two month training 
program in museum work to become familiar with the Glenbow Museum 
Native Internship Program. Following the initial training period, the individ¬ 
ual will assist the Program Coordinator with the development and organi¬ 
zation of projects pertaining to the Native Internship Program. Specific 
duties include training, project design and development, marketing and 
curatorial duties for the Ethnology Department in the areas of collections 
management and exhibitions. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

Education: B.A. in Anthropology, Native Studies or related field. 
Experience: One year related experience — museum or training field 
Other: Interpersonal and communication skills. 

Extensive knowledge of the following 

• native affairs 

• a notive language 

• a specific native community 

(Selection will be based on the combination of above but may not 
necessarily include knowledge of all areas) 


SALARY: 

663,696,731,767,805 bi-weekly 


DEADLINE: April 15,1988 

Applications should be sent attention Glenbow Museum Native Internship 
Program Coordinator (264-8300, loc. 178) - 130 - 9 Avenue S.E., Calgary, 
AB T2G 0P3 
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Ottawa Hosts 
Canadian Native 
Art Show 


by Ennis Morris 

“Contemporary 
Visions ’88", an art show 
designed to showcase 
Canadian Native artists, 
was held last month in 
Ottawa’s Government 
Conference Centre’s 
Annex Lounge. The show 
was sponsored by the 
Natiodian Arts and 
Crafts Corporation. 

As expected, Ontario 
had the largest contin¬ 
gent of artists on hand. 
Among these were Simon 
Brascoupe, Clifford Mar- 
acle, Glenna Matoush 
and Carl Beam. Other 
Ontario craftsmen were 
well-known carvers Stan 
Hill Sr. and counterpart 
Dell Warner. 


Saskatchewan was 
represented by Bob Boyer 
and Don McLeay. 

Manitoba's David Wil¬ 
liams and Ron Noganosh 
were on hand as was 
Lance Belanger and 
Shirley Bear, both of New 
Brunswick. 

British Columbia was 
represented by R. Elsie 
John, while other artists 
included Pierre Sioui of 
Quebec and talented 
Marvin Bourque — a 
carver from the North¬ 
west Territories. 

The Alberta partici¬ 
pants in Visions ’88 were 
contemporary artists 
Joane Cardinal-Schubert 
of Calgary and her north¬ 
ern neighbour, Jane Ash 
Poitras of Edmonton. 
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^appy gas ten 

E. GRUBEN S 
TRANSPORT LTD. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
SAND & GRAVEL 
HAULING & SPREADING 
CRANES - CATS - LOADERS 

- BOMBARDIERS - 

- BUS CHARTERS - 

EDDIE GRUBEN, OWNER 


Phone 

1403 ) 977-2530 

P.O. Box 177, Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T. XOE ICO 




SSat Wtfa/MaSGtfy&itm 

BOB ELLIOTT, M.L.A. 


Buffalo 


Q 


Daily return-flights 
from Hay River • 
Yellowknife 


• Air Courier • Air Charier 

• Scheduled Service 


Best Wishes to Alberta's 
Native Community 
For A Very Happy Easter 


EASTER 

Greetings to the Native 
People and their families 

LAKESHORE SPORTS 
and TOURS ltd. 

specializing in: 

• repair services • welding • sport tours 
• fishing trips • small engine sales 
& service • Homelite products 
• chartered boats 

FORT CHIPEWYAN 

697-3888 


^Gppy fiastefc 



• WIND ROW PICK-UPS 

• CONVERSION FOR 
MELROE PICK-UPS 

• OSCILLATING HARROWS 

• BLADE CULTIVATORS 

• AIR-DRILLS 


327-4389 

510 - 36th STREET NORTH 
LETHBRIDGE, AB 


Hay River 

874-3333 
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^Woppa fiflsta to all tie oNatwe ‘rJonuPtes 

COLNEY’S 
GENERALSTORE 

GROCERIES HARDWARE 
DRYGOODS 

YOUR COMPLETE SHOPPING CENTRE 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

924-3019 

ALBERTA BEACH| 


(Rest (Wishes Rfok 
lA QJe/iy (Riessed Qasten 


MacKenzie Court 
Workers Services 


RUTH STEWART is our Native Court 
Worker. Serving Aklavik and Delta 
communities — Working out of the 
Band Office —978-2340 

978-2726 

P.O. Box 151 

AKLAVIK, N.W.T. XOE 0A0 


Karen Gruven is our worker 
inlnuvik 



GREETINGS TO THE NATIVE PEOPLE & THEIR FAMILIES 


SADDLE LAKE 

Qasten Q/teetogs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 



SIOEWALK BLOCKS 

CUSTOM BUILT SIGNS MADE OF CONCRETE 


ADMINISTRATION 

OFFICE 

CONCRETE 

PLANT 

RESIDENCE MANAGER 
RAY STE1NHAUER 


726-3829 

726-2314 

726-2570 
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Easter Greetings to all the Native & Metis Bands 
Compliments of 

DENNY'S AUTO BODY 

(Dennis Hudy - Owner) 


■rofessional Body Work at Reasonable Prices 

724-3662. Re*. 724-3627 


Special Easter Greetings 
to all our friends and customers 


Kelemen & Sons Ltd. 



Manning, Alta. 


Service 

836-3337 




Tattooing 


1 • Ladies Tattooed Privately 
• Tattoos removed by 


• Traditional & Custom Work 

• Alberta's Oldest 
Established Studio 


474-2771 



H&R BLOCK 

THE INCOME TAX PEOPLE - Year Round Service 

CALL US TODAY! 

553-4471 

We provide professional tax services for you 
248 - 24 Street 
P.O. Box 1074 
Fort McLeeod, AB TOL 0Z0 



HERE TO MEET 
THE NEEDS OF 
LESSER SLAVE LAKE 
MEMBER BANDS 




Good News 
Party Line 


DISTRICT ADMINISATION 
Box 269, Slave Lake, AB 
TOG 2A0 

829-4943 


^UMing QJou ^4 'rKoppy. ^eadtli fiaste/t 


PUT IT HERE 

Call or write the editor to 
include good news of 
non-profit events you 
want to share, courtesy of 
AGT. 


4/4-9841 

474-9842 
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Indians Still Lack Decent Housing, House 

Of Commons Committee Told _ 


by Clint Buehler 

OTTAWA — Lack of 
decent housing on Indian 
reserves is still'a problem, 
a House of Commons 
committee was told 


Conditions have 
improved slightly, but 
reserve housing problems 
are being complicated in 
the confusion caused by 
government efforts to 
solve old problems while 
at the same time devel¬ 


oping modem policies for 
bands that want to be 
independent. 

Current problems were 
outlined to Members of 
Parliament by Bill Van 
'Iterson, Executive Direc¬ 
tor General of Indian 


EASY 

MONEY 



OPEN 9 to 7 - MONDAY TO SATURDAY 


I Chief, Council and all Staff 
from all the Departments - 


Panee Memorial Agri-PIex 
Ermineskin Bigway Foods 
little Cree-ations 
Ermineskin Farm Division 


Ermineskin Community Development 
Ermineskin Educational Trust 
Ermineskin Auto Care Centre 
Ermineskin Band Enterprises 
Ermineskin Housing authority 
Ponoka Building Supplies (1983) Ltd. 
Ermineskin Public Works 
Ermineskin Day Care Centre 


L Ermineskin Tribal Administration 

Box 219, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 
Phone (403) 585-3741 

— 



Services for the Depart¬ 
ment of Indian Affairs. 

Noting that there has 
been considerable prog¬ 
ress in meeting Indian 
housing needs, with the 
"urgent" shortage 
reduced from 11,000 to 
2,000 in the past five 
years, Van Iterson 
emphasized, however, 
that another 10,000 
homes are still needed 
and half the existing 
homes need major 
repairs. 

He also emphasized 
that the government has 
constantly exceeded its 
goal of building 2,400 
new houses and repairing 
3,000 existing houses 
each year. 

But, he said, one third 
of the houses don't have 
running water and sani¬ 
tation facilities “that 
most of us take for 
granted.” 

Overcrowding is also 
still a problem, he told the 
committee, with an aver¬ 
age of five people in 
Indian reserve homes, 
down from the 5.8 aver¬ 
age of five years ago but 
still nearly double the 
national average of 2.8. 

A significant change in 



Happy Easter from 

Chief Mike Beaver, 
Council & Members 
of 

BIGSTONE CREE BAND 


‘Sloppy fiosta (torn 

Styles Denture Clinic 

103,9945 - 50 Street 
Phone 469-4650 


General Delivery, Desmarals, Alta. TdG 0T0 




Staff and Members 



Saddle Lake 
Tribal 

Administration 


Saddle Lake, Alberta T0A 3T0 

( 403 ) 726-3829 
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Ejid 

WEEK 

SPECIAL! 


Buy a 

fifteen-piece 
“Bucket Plus” 
of chicken, 
Family Fries 
& 16 oz. Gravy 
for Only 


* 15.95 



At Participating 
Edmonton 
Kentucky Fried 
Chicken ,, 
Restaurants! f’iSpi 

- <*>- 



Happy Easter from the Staff at 

Little 

Cree-ations 

Maskwachees Mall 
Hobbema, Alta. 

585-3003 





Cree Easter Greetings from the 
Students and Staff At 



Box 360 

Hobbema, AB TOC 1 NO 

585-3925 



Happy Easter 
from J.W. Latimer & staff at: 



General Oilfield Construction 
In the Red Earth Area 

• Cats - Graders 

• Buggies - Backhoes 



Red Earth 649-3800 


HAPPY EASTER!!! 

SPENDIFF 
TRANSPORT LTD, 

• Daily Service to Edmonton 

• High Prairie • Grouard • Enilda 

• Gift Lake • Atikameg • Joussard 

• Driftpile Faust • General Freight • Livestock 

• Furniture Hauling • Hot Shot Service 

• Contract Hauling • Hi-Boy Refrigeration 

Box 820 523-4534 

High Prairie 523-3790 
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Wishing You 
and Yours A 
Happy Easter 
from 

Chief: Charlie Bamaby 
Council, Staff & 
members 

Fort Good Hope 
Indian Band 
? 598-2231 


General Delivery, 

Fort Good Hope, N.W.T. 
XOE OHO 


Mohawk 


CBest gAJdtes fpn a 
< 3^appy gastat to 
al qua oAlatwe S oAfete 9tunte 


FOR AU YOUR PROPANE NEEDS CAllt 

Grande Prairie . 538-4222 

High Level . 926-2541 

Manning . 836-3246 

Peace River . 624-1560 

Slave Lake . 849-5355 


Haida Chief Stands 
Firm 

...Richardson refuses 
Governor General’s Award 


by Marion Corbett 

Haida Chief Miles 
Richardson has refused a 
conservation award from 
the federal government. 

The award he was to 
receive was for his active 
role in bringing about the 
preservation of South 
Moresby Island in the 
Queen Charlottes. His 
voice helped to bring a 
halt to logging operations 
in the region as well as 

a national park. 

Richardson was to 
share the Governor 
General’s Award with 



Wishing You a Very Happy Easter 

BIG LAKE SOD FARM L - 

INSTANT LAWN 



BONNYVILLE 

HOTEL 


Bonnyville, AB 


Dr. Morley F. Johnson, O.D 
Optometrist 

(Best qAMes < 3fo» kA 

Box 834 

S.L.D. Building, Slave Lake 
TOG 2AO 

Phone 849-4410 


Shock was felt 
throughout government 
and business circles when 
Richardson said he 
wouldn’t accept the 
award as long as Native 
land claim issues 
remained unresolved. He 
said that the award would 
be accepted once the 
claims had been settled. 

Asking that the award 
be held in trust until the 
Haida people felt as 
though they were a part 
of Canada, Chief 
Richardson said, “I come 
from an ancient people. 
Our struggle for recogni¬ 
tion as a human society 


i/G/ty happy gostai to all 

UMA Engineering Ltd. 

Engineers, Planners & Surveyors 

• Urban Development (403) 483 

• Resource Development 

• Transportation Systems 17007-107 V 

• Commercial/Industrial Eedmonton, i 

• Legal Surveys/Mapping T! 



Box 800 

5509 - 45TH STREET 
LEDUC, ALBERTA, CANADA 
T9E 3N3 
(403) 986-5215 


Energy 

Working For You 


mm 
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AIHEC 

AMERICAN 

INDIAN 

HIGHER 

EDUCATION 

CONSORTIUM 



1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
TRIBAL COLLEGES: 

The Reality of a Dream 


Conference Assemblies & Workshops 

April 27, 28, 29, 1988 
Concluding with 

SIFC 10th Annual Pow Wow 

April 30, May 1, 1988 

For conference information contact: 
Saskatchewan Indian Federated College 
127 College West, U. of R. 

Regina, SK, Canada 
(306) 584-8333 

For hotel accommodations contact: 

y RAM ADA 

VJENAISSANCE 

— HOTELS 

1-306-525-5255 1-800-667-3020 


















